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These critical essays on Jürgen Habermas's major contribution to sociological
theory, The Theory of Communicative Action, provide an indispensable guide for
anyone trying to grasp that large, difficult, and important work.

The editors' introduction traces the history of the reception of the work and
identifies the main themes on which discussion has focused: a concept of
communicative rationality; a theory of action based on distinguishing
communicative from instrumental reason; a two-level concept of society that
integrates lifeworld and system paradigms; and a critical theory of modernity
meant to diagnose the sociopathologies of contemporary society.

Contributors: Jeffrey Alexander. Johann P. Arnason. Johannes Berger. Günter
Dux. Jürgen Habermas. Hans Joas. Hans-Peter Krüger. Thomas McCarthy.
Herbert Schnädelbach. Martin Seel. Charles Taylor.
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These critical essays on Jürgen Habermas's major contribution to sociological theory, The Theory of
Communicative Action, provide an indispensable guide for anyone trying to grasp that large, difficult, and
important work.

The editors' introduction traces the history of the reception of the work and identifies the main themes on
which discussion has focused: a concept of communicative rationality; a theory of action based on
distinguishing communicative from instrumental reason; a two-level concept of society that integrates
lifeworld and system paradigms; and a critical theory of modernity meant to diagnose the sociopathologies of
contemporary society.

Contributors: Jeffrey Alexander. Johann P. Arnason. Johannes Berger. Günter Dux. Jürgen Habermas.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Habermas's monumental Theory of Communicative Action, considered by many the summa of his
remarkable career, engendered an intense international debate. Many of the most trenchant contributions
have been judiciously assembled by Axel Honneth and Hans Joas for this volume, which concludes with yet
another of Habermas's vigorous and thoughtful replies to his critics. The result is a book that is not merely
about communicative action, but also its very embodiment."
—Martin Jay, University of California

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author
Axel Honneth is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Konstanz.

Hans Joas is Professor of Sociology at the Free University, Berlin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lana Alvis:

Exactly why? Because this Communicative Action: Essays on Jürgen Habermas's The Theory of
Communicative Action (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Bella Singer:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Communicative Action: Essays on Jürgen Habermas's
The Theory of Communicative Action (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought), you may enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can



happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Raymond Smith:

This Communicative Action: Essays on Jürgen Habermas's The Theory of Communicative Action (Studies
in Contemporary German Social Thought) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Communicative Action: Essays on
Jürgen Habermas's The Theory of Communicative Action (Studies in Contemporary German Social
Thought) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.

Tamiko Harmon:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Communicative Action: Essays on Jürgen
Habermas's The Theory of Communicative Action (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Communicative Action: Essays on Jürgen Habermas's The Theory of Communicative Action
(Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of their time.
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