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Beyond Sexuality points contemporary sexual politics in a radically new
direction. Combining a psychoanalytic emphasis on the unconscious with a deep
respect for the historical variability of sexual identities, this original work of
queer theory makes the case for viewing erotic desire as fundamentally
impersonal. Tim Dean develops a reading of Jacques Lacan that—rather than
straightening out this notoriously difficult French psychoanalyst—brings out the
queer tensions and productive incoherencies in his account of desire.

Dean shows how the Lacanian unconscious "deheterosexualizes" desire, and
along the way he reveals how psychoanalytic thinkers as well as queer theorists
have failed to exploit the full potential of this conception of desire. The book
elaborates this by investigating social fantasies about homosexuality and AIDS,
including gay men's own fantasies about sex and promiscuity, in an attempt to
illuminate the challenges facing safe-sex education. Taking on many shibboleths
in contemporary psychoanalysis and queer theory—and taking no
prisoners—Beyond Sexuality offers an antidote to hagiographical strains in recent
work on psychoanalysis, Foucault, and sexuality.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

Beyond Sexuality points contemporary sexual politics in a radically new direction. Combining a
psychoanalytic emphasis on the unconscious with a deep respect for the historical variability of sexual
identities, this original work of queer theory makes the case for viewing erotic desire as fundamentally
impersonal. Tim Dean develops a reading of Jacques Lacan that—rather than straightening out this
notoriously difficult French psychoanalyst—brings out the queer tensions and productive incoherencies in
his account of desire.

Dean shows how the Lacanian unconscious "deheterosexualizes" desire, and along the way he reveals how
psychoanalytic thinkers as well as queer theorists have failed to exploit the full potential of this conception of
desire. The book elaborates this by investigating social fantasies about homosexuality and AIDS, including
gay men's own fantasies about sex and promiscuity, in an attempt to illuminate the challenges facing safe-sex
education. Taking on many shibboleths in contemporary psychoanalysis and queer theory—and taking no
prisoners—Beyond Sexuality offers an antidote to hagiographical strains in recent work on psychoanalysis,
Foucault, and sexuality.

About the Author

Tim Dean teaches in the Department of English and the Unit for Criticism and Interpretive Theory at the
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He is author of Gary Snyder and the American Unconscious:
Inhabiting the Ground.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Beyond Sexuality book is readable simply by you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Beyond Sexuality
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Beyond Sexuality is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Laura Thompson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you



have read is actually Beyond Sexuality.

Francisco London:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Beyond Sexuality your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The
Beyond Sexuality giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Eden Cohn:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Beyond Sexuality offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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