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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows
how African migrants and their political fraternities played a formative role in the
history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, no large
kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin.
Instead, each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or
"leopard," which was the highest indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local
communities while also managing regional and long-distance trade. Cross River
Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè
clubs covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá,
which became foundational to Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages
and practices that survived the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying
charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain deeper understanding
of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that
Cuban music, art, and even politics rely on complexities of these African-
inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard is an
unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation,
which has deeply influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played a formative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or "leopard," which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá, which became foundational to
Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played a formative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or "leopard," which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá, which became foundational to
Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.

From the Inside Flap
How African secret societies changed the music, art, and history of Cuba

About the Author
Ivor L. Miller, a cultural historian specializing in the African Diaspora in the Caribbean and the Americas, is
currently a Research Fellow at the African Studies Center, Boston University. His previous book, Aerosol
Kingdom: Subway Painters of New York City, was also published by University Press of Mississippi.

Engineer (Chief) Bassey E. Bassey of Nigeria is highly regarded in the Calabar community for his
knowledge of the history and practice of the Ékpè system and is the author of Ékpè Efik.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chad Foster:

Typically the book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.



Sally Rose:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) this
guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Jeremy Bedford:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies
Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book you wanted.

Regina Wingler:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life by this book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series). You
can more appealing than now.
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