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Marcelo Gleiser has had a passion for science and fishing since he was a boy
growing up on the beaches of Rio de Janeiro. Now aworld-famous theoretical
physicist with hundreds of scientific articles and several books of popular science
to his credit, he felt it was time to connect with nature in less theoretical ways.
After seeing a fly-fishing class on the Dartmouth College green, he decided to
learn to fly-fish, a hobby, he says, that teaches humility. In The Simple Beauty of
the Unexpected, Gleiser travels the world to scientific conferences, fishing
wherever he goes. At each stop, he ponders how in the myriad ways physics
informs the act of fishing; how, initsturn, fishing serves as alensinto nature’s
inner workings; and how science engages with questions of meaning and
spirituality, inspiring a sense of mystery and awe of the not yet known. Personal
and engaging, The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected is a scientist’ s tribute to
nature, an affirmation of humanity’ s deep connection with and debt to Earth, and
an exploration of the meaning of existence, from atom to trout to cosmos.
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Marcelo Gleiser has had a passion for science and fishing since he was a boy growing up on the beaches of
Rio de Janeiro. Now aworld-famous theoretical physicist with hundreds of scientific articles and several
books of popular science to his credit, he felt it was time to connect with nature in less theoretical ways.
After seeing afly-fishing class on the Dartmouth College green, he decided to learn to fly-fish, a hobby, he
says, that teaches humility. In The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected, Gleiser travels the world to scientific
conferences, fishing wherever he goes. At each stop, he ponders how in the myriad ways physics informs the
act of fishing; how, initsturn, fishing serves as alensinto nature’ s inner workings; and how science engages
with questions of meaning and spirituality, inspiring a sense of mystery and awe of the not yet known.
Personal and engaging, The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected is a scientist’ s tribute to nature, an affirmation
of humanity’ s degp connection with and debt to Earth, and an exploration of the meaning of existence, from
atom to trout to cosmos.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Beautifully composed . . . This elegant treatise will inspire readers who relish a philosophical approach to
science and travel." —Library Journal

“Altogether excellent.” —Brain Pickings

Review

“Thefly-fishing is naively beautiful. The physicsisjust beautiful. But the conclusion to the journey of a man
so engaged by both?the epiphany?is magnificent and should be shared by us all.” (Jeremy Lucas, European
Open fly-fishing champion, author of Presentation Fly-Fishing and The Last Salmon)

“The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected is an elegantly written, introspective, and thought-provoking
meditation on growing up as someone curious about the universe. It's awonderful introduction to the human
side of science and the scientific side of being human.” (Sean Carroll, author of The Big Picture: On the
Origins of Life, Meaning, and the Universe Itself)

“Whether teasing apart the known, the unknown, and the unknowable in science, or immersing usin the
natural world of Brazil or Iceland, Marcelo Gleiser’ s words sing on the page. Y ou don’t have to fish or seek
out spiritual experiencesto love this book (I do neither). | was absolutely delighted with Marcelo’sjoy in
nature, with his reasons for not eating meat, and with the wonderful surprise for al animal lovers at the end
of this compelling and highly personal narrative.” (Barbara King, author of How Animals Grieve)

“With wit, charm, humor, and passion, Gleiser pulls off that rarest of catches?connecting the most
fundamental and sublime aspects of science with the most intimate and ordinary experience of fishing. From
ariver in lceland to the Large Hadron Collider near Geneva, Gleiser seamlessly pulls together disparate
themes of life and questions of meaning. Full of warmth and deep insight, The Simple Beauty of the
Unexpected is a meditation on human significance in avast Universe that is full of both fish and stars.”
(Adam Frank, professor of astrophysics, University of Rochester, and NPR commentator)

About the Author

MARCELO GLEISER isthe Appleton Professor of Natural Philosophy and a professor of physics and
astronomy at Dartmouth College. Heis afellow of the American Physical Society and arecipient of the
Presidential Faculty Fellows Award from the White House and National Science Foundation. He is the
author of several books of popular science, including A Tear at the Edge of Creation, The Dancing Universe,
and The Island of Knowledge. Gleiser isthe cofounder of and aregular contributor to the NPR science blog
13.7 Cosmos and Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Brian Price:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s Quest for
Trout and the Meaning of Everything book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. Y ou
will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A
Natural Philosopher’s Quest for Trout and the Meaning of Everything content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available asit. So, do you still thinking The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s
Quest for Trout and the Meaning of Everything is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Sean Scruggs.

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire al their reader with their story
aswell astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of themisthis The
Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s Quest for Trout and the Meaning of Everything.

Steven Stockton:

This The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s Quest for Trout and the Meaning of
Everything is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having bit of digest in reading this The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s
Quest for Trout and the Meaning of Everything can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especialy this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
theitem! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Elizabeth Johannes:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s
Quest for Trout and the Meaning of Everything was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse fee when they reading a
new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern
eralike today, many waysto get book you wanted.
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