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Through the employment of the work of Slavoj Zizek and his engagement with
the Apostle Paul, Axton argues that Paul in Romans 6-8 understands sin asalie
grounding the subject outside of Christ, and salvation is an exposure and
displacement of thislie. The theological significance of ZiZek (along with
Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan) is his demonstration of the pervasive and
systemic nature of thislie and its description as he findsit in Romans 7. The
specific overlap of the two disciplines of psychology and theology isfound in the
psychoanalytic understanding that the human Subject or the psyche is structured
in three registers: the symbolic, the imaginary and the real. These three registers
function like alie analogous to the Pauline categories of law, ego, and the 'body
of death’ which constitute Paul's dynamic of sin's deception.

Axton argues that if sin is understood as a lie grounding the Subject, the exposure
of thelie or the dispelling of any notion of mystery connected to sin isintegral to
salvation and the reconstructing of the Subject in Christ. Whilethelie of sinis
mediated by the law, new lifein the Spirit is not through the law but is a principle
unto itself, which though it accounts for the law, is beyond the law.
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Through the employment of the work of Slavoj Zizek and his engagement with the Apostle Paul, Axton
argues that Paul in Romans 6-8 understands sin as a lie grounding the subject outside of Christ, and salvation
is an exposure and displacement of this lie. The theological significance of Zizek (along with Sigmund Freud
and Jacques Lacan) is his demonstration of the pervasive and systemic nature of thislie and its description as
hefindsit in Romans 7. The specific overlap of the two disciplines of psychology and theology isfound in
the psychoanalytic understanding that the human Subject or the psyche is structured in three registers. the
symboalic, the imaginary and the real. These three registers function like a lie analogous to the Pauline
categories of law, ego, and the 'body of death’ which constitute Paul's dynamic of sin's deception.

Axton arguesthat if sin is understood as alie grounding the Subject, the exposure of the lie or the dispelling
of any notion of mystery connected to sin isintegral to salvation and the reconstructing of the Subject in
Christ. Whilethelie of sinis mediated by the law, new life in the Spirit is not through the law but isa
principle unto itself, which though it accounts for the law, is beyond the law.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Rarely has the trgjectory of Freud, Lacan, and Zizek been set out with such clarity in pursuit of Pauline
theology and rarely has Pauline theology been made to converse so thoroughly with psychoanalysis. The
result not only recasts the significance of psychoanalysisin accounting for sine qua law and subjectivity but
asimportantly, the ways in which a Pauline theology of salvation can speak directly into contemporary
accounts of the subject qua law. Axton's book is not only written with a sensitivity usually reserved for
analysis, it also deliversthe analyst's blow: atrue intervention.” Marcus Pound, University of Durham, UK

“The mark of deep insight isto be able to present a creative and insightful nexus of ideasin such away that
afterwards the connections and reconfigurations seem so obvious and natural that it is hard to imagine it
being seen any other way. Axton displays just such an insight with Paul and Freudian/Lacanian/Zizekian
psychoanalysis. As an expansion of Zizek's expansion upon Lacan's expansion upon Freud that returns to the
negated Christian ground of Freud, The Psychotheology of Sn and Salvation brilliantly exposes the
resonances between the theological doctrine of sin and the psychoanalytic mystery of the death drive.”
?2Christopher Ben Smpson, Lincoln Christian University, USA

“Axton applies the work of Zizek and psychoanlaysis (Freudian, Lacanian, and otherwise) to the twin threads
of sin and salvation in the Pauline Gospels. It isan exercise in biblical exegesisthat isasrigorousasitis
creative.” ?Gordon Marino, & Olaf College, USA

About the Author

Paul V. Axton is Professor of Theology and Missions at Central Christian College of the Bible, USA. He
spent 15 years as the president of American Christian College in Tokyo, Japan, where he was also a preacher
and missionary.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Candler:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Psychotheology of Sin and Salvation: An Analysis
of the Meaning of the Death of Christ in Light of the Psychoanalytical Reading of Paul. Y ou can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new book The
Psychotheology of Sin and Salvation: An Analysis of the Meaning of the Death of Christ in Light of the
Psychoanalytical Reading of Paul. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.



Mildred Ralph:

The book The Psychotheology of Sin and Salvation: An Analysis of the Meaning of the Death of Christ in
Light of the Psychoanalytical Reading of Paul make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Psychotheology of Sin
and Salvation: An Analysis of the Meaning of the Death of Christ in Light of the Psychoanalytical Reading
of Paul for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like open and read a e-book The
Psychotheology of Sin and Salvation: An Analysis of the Meaning of the Death of Christ in Light of the
Psychoanalytical Reading of Paul. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopediaor
some others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Janice Wilson:

The e-book untitled The Psychotheology of Sin and Salvation: An Analysis of the Meaning of the Death of
Christ in Light of the Psychoanalytical Reading of Paul isthe reserve that recommended to you you just read.
Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
creator useto explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of investigation when
write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get
the e-book of The Psychotheology of Sin and Salvation: An Analysis of the Meaning of the Death of Christ
in Light of the Psychoanalytical Reading of Paul from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Cheryl Lopez:

Isit a person who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Psychotheology of Sin and Salvation: An
Analysis of the Meaning of the Death of Christ in Light of the Psychoanalytical Reading of Paul can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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