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For a 16-year-old boy out in the world alone for the first time, every day’s an
education in the hard work and boredom of migrant labor; every day teaches him
something more about friendship, or hunger, or profanity, or lust—always lust.
He learns how a poker game, or hitching a ride, can turn deadly. He discovers the
secret sadness and generosity to be found on a lonely farm in the middle of
nowhere. Then he joins up with a carnival and becomes a grunt, running a ride
and shilling for the geek show. He’s living the hard carny life and beginning to
see the world through carny eyes. He’s tough. Cynical. By the end of the summer
he’s pretty sure he knows it all. Until he meets Ruby.
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or lust—always lust. He learns how a poker game, or hitching a ride, can turn deadly. He discovers the secret
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pretty sure he knows it all. Until he meets Ruby.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The striking cover picture of a beautiful young man's bare, muscular back foreshadows the sensuality of this
brilliant autobiographical novel for older boys by the author of Hatchet and Soldier's Heart. In this
remarkable book, Gary Paulsen reworks material from his own life that has appeared earlier in his novels, to
tell--with simple words and Hemingwayesque cadences--the story of a summer when a 16-year-old boy
became a man.

Fleeing his mother's confusing drunken advances, a boy runs away and finds work in the beet fields of North
Dakota. Wielding a hoe for long, hot days, he learns about cruelty from the farmer's wife and about kindness
from his Mexican coworkers. Later an attraction to a girl glimpsed only once leads him into accepting a job
driving a tractor, but a brush with the deputy sheriff sends him running again, only to be taken in by a sleazy
carnival as a roustabout. He learns to shill for the geek, a fake wild man of Borneo who bites the heads off
chickens, and yearns for Ruby, the voluptuous hootchy-kootchy dancer. During the summer the boy learns
about life and people and his own ability to work and survive, and when Ruby invites him into her bed, his
transition to manhood is complete.

While the sensual scenes and occasionally gritty language may make this novel problematic for adults, there
is not a 15-year-old boy around who would not find that this poetic, powerful novel speaks to his soul. (Ages
14 and older) --Patty Campbell

From Publishers Weekly
No stranger to memoir, Paulsen (My Life in Dog Years; Father Water, Mother Woods) returns to a series of
episodes he previously fictionalized in the 1977 Tiltawhirl John and now presents the material "as real as I
can write it, and as real as I can remember it happening," as he says in an author's note. It is punishingly
harsh stuff: 16 years old in 1955, "the boy," as he is called throughout, wakes up to find his drunk mother in
his bed and realizes that tonight "something [is] different, wrong, about her need for him." He runs away and
lands a backbreaking job on a beet farm in North Dakota, where his wages are cancelled out by the farmer's
charges for the use of his hoe, for the tumbledown lodgings and for the only food available, sandwiches
made of week-old bread that cost a dollar apiece. Eventually the boy starts working with a carnival, where he
learns carny scams and is initiated into sex by the carnival stripper, Ruby. In a mannered prose style, Paulsen
serves up strings of studied, impartial observations in paragraph-long sentences. The technique calls attention
to itself, as does the occasional circumlocution (e.g., the seemingly endless sentence describing intercourse
with Ruby concludes with "sinking into the wetness, the forever-warm wetness of Ruby"). Paulsen fans,
however, will probably respond to the vote of confidence in their ability to handle such gritty subjects, and
no one can fail to appreciate the author's transcendence of the appalling circumstances he describes. Ages
14-up.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up-Twenty years ago, Paulsen told the tale of an unnamed boy who ran away to work as a migrant
laborer and carnival hand in Tilt-a-Whirl John (Puffin, 1990). As a story for younger adolescents, it had few
of the rough edges that one would expect in a portrayal of a young man on the run. In The Beet Fields, some
of those characters and incidents resurface, but this time, the story is a memorable and powerful one. The
unnamed protagonist leaves his drunken, amorous mother in the middle of the night and takes on the
backbreaking work of thinning beets by the acre on a North Dakota farm. He respects the optimism and



resourcefulness of the Mexican field hands, and is welcomed into their community. The teen is keenly aware
of his burgeoning sexuality and longs for the attentions of a farmer's daughter at his next job, but never gets
to speak to her. While there, a corrupt sheriff comes looking for a runaway, and steals the boy's earnings.
When he joins a carnival, one of the "carnies" educates him about women by day and performs in the "geek"
show at night as a wild man who bites the heads off live chickens. Lust abounds when the boy meets a
confident older beauty who performs a strip show in the carnival and who seduces him. A short epilogue tells
of the young man's enlistment in the Army. Consistent with his trademark short sentences and fragments,
Paulsen's simple but hard-edged prose strengthens this addition to his autobiographical odyssey.
Vicki Reutter, Cazenovia High School, NY
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Beet Fields:
Memories of a Sixteenth Summer, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Phyllis Ramirez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be study. The Beet Fields: Memories of a Sixteenth Summer can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Michael Short:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Beet Fields: Memories of a
Sixteenth Summer.



Margaret Watt:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Beet Fields: Memories of a
Sixteenth Summer to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Beet Fields: Memories of a Sixteenth Summer can to be
your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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