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Faced with the difficult task of discerning Plato’s true ideas from the
contradictory voices he used to express them, scholars have never fully made
sense of the many incompatibilities within and between the dialogues. In the
magisterial Plato’s Philosophers, Catherine Zuckert explains for the first time
how these prose dramas cohere to reveal a comprehensive Platonic understanding
of philosophy.

To expose this coherence, Zuckert examines the dialogues not in their supposed
order of composition but according to the dramatic order in which Plato indicates
they took place. This unconventional arrangement lays bare a narrative of the
rise, development, and limitations of Socratic philosophy. In the drama’s earliest
dialogues, for example, non-Socratic philosophers introduce the political and
philosophical problems to which Socrates tries to respond. A second dramatic
group shows how Socrates develops his distinctive philosophical style. And,
finally, the later dialogues feature interlocutors who reveal his philosophy’s
limitations. Despite these limitations, Zuckert concludes, Plato made Socrates the
dialogues’ central figure because Socrates raises the fundamental human
question: what is the best way to live?

Plato’s dramatization of Socratic imperfections suggests, moreover, that he
recognized the apparently unbridgeable gap between our understandings of
human life and the nonhuman world. At a time when this gap continues to raise
questions—about the division between sciences and the humanities and the
potentially dehumanizing effects of scientific progress—Zuckert’s brilliant
interpretation of the entire Platonic corpus offers genuinely new insights into
worlds past and present.
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Faced with the difficult task of discerning Plato’s true ideas from the contradictory voices he used to express
them, scholars have never fully made sense of the many incompatibilities within and between the dialogues.
In the magisterial Plato’s Philosophers, Catherine Zuckert explains for the first time how these prose dramas
cohere to reveal a comprehensive Platonic understanding of philosophy.

To expose this coherence, Zuckert examines the dialogues not in their supposed order of composition but
according to the dramatic order in which Plato indicates they took place. This unconventional arrangement
lays bare a narrative of the rise, development, and limitations of Socratic philosophy. In the drama’s earliest
dialogues, for example, non-Socratic philosophers introduce the political and philosophical problems to
which Socrates tries to respond. A second dramatic group shows how Socrates develops his distinctive
philosophical style. And, finally, the later dialogues feature interlocutors who reveal his philosophy’s
limitations. Despite these limitations, Zuckert concludes, Plato made Socrates the dialogues’ central figure
because Socrates raises the fundamental human question: what is the best way to live?

Plato’s dramatization of Socratic imperfections suggests, moreover, that he recognized the apparently
unbridgeable gap between our understandings of human life and the nonhuman world. At a time when this
gap continues to raise questions—about the division between sciences and the humanities and the potentially
dehumanizing effects of scientific progress—Zuckert’s brilliant interpretation of the entire Platonic corpus
offers genuinely new insights into worlds past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Plato's Philosophers:
The Coherence of the Dialogues? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

John Valdez:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Plato's Philosophers: The Coherence of the Dialogues book is readable simply by you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Plato's
Philosophers: The Coherence of the Dialogues content conveys prospect easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do
you even now thinking Plato's Philosophers: The Coherence of the Dialogues is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Debra Davis:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Plato's Philosophers: The Coherence of the
Dialogues can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Monica Philson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of



books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Plato's Philosophers: The
Coherence of the Dialogues.
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