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The Machinery of Crisis examines for the first time the important role of crisis
management in the making of U.S. foreign policy during the Nixon-Kissinger
years. Notorious for their tight grip on the machinery of U.S. foreign policy, the
book offers a critical account of the manner in which the president and his
national security advisor dominated the structures and processes of foreign policy
making. By drawing on a wealth of previously classified documents, Siniver
reveals the story of the Washington Special Action Group, which managed
foreign policy crises in the Nixon administration. In this thoroughly researched
account of the performance of Nixon, Kissinger and the Washington Special
Actions group in four international crises, Siniver provides a fresh analysis of the
important relationship between individuals and the advisory system in the
making of U.S. foreign policy during international crisis.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Asaf Siniver has written the first comprehensive analysis of the cognitive and personal interaction between
Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger and its impact on the decision-making structure they set up for the
conduct of U.S. foreign policy. Based on newly released documents, Siniver establishes six standards for
investigating four case studies-the 1970 incursion into Cambodia, the Jordanian crisis, the 1971 India-
Pakistan war, and the 1973 Yom Kippur War. These should prove valuable examples for examining other
diplomatic actions of the Nixon administration once more information is declassified." -Joan Hoff, Research
Professor of History, Montana State University, Bozeman

"Asaf Siniver's book provides a substantial, fascinating and well-written investigation of the development,
implementation, and consequences of the organizational apparatus constructed by Nixon and Kissinger to
direct U.S. foreign policy. This book makes a significant contribution to our understanding of this period
through its detailed analysis of the recently opened National Security Council documents. Siniver's book
displays a masterful integration of new material on an endlessly fascinating subject." -Rose McDermott,
University of California at Santa Barbara

"Asaf Siniver shows how Nixon and Kissinger transformed the structure, as well as the substance, of US
foreign policy. His book offers a thoughtful, well researched, and theoretically informed account of how the
bureaucracy influenced crisis decision-making, despite the highly personalized policies of the imperial
presidency. His book is also a timely reminder that presidents can benefit from close attention to the policy
process, and the advice produced by a well organized analytical machinery in government. I recommend this
book to all students, scholars, and practitioners of foreign policy." - Jeremi Suri, University of Wisconsin,
Author of Henry Kissinger And The American Century

"...a valuable addition to the continuously growing body of scholarship on Nixon's and Kissinger's tenures in
office." -Jussi Hanhimaki, H-Diplo

"This is a thoroughly researched and well-written book that should be read by all who are interested in the
foreign policy of the Nixon administration." -Yafeng Xia, The Journal of American History

About the Author
Asaf Siniver is Lecturer in International Relations in the Department of Political Science and International
Studies, University of Birmingham.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Nixon, Kissinger, and US Foreign Policy
Making: The Machinery of Crisis will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence



if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Joseph Taylor:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Nixon, Kissinger, and
US Foreign Policy Making: The Machinery of Crisis book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Kent Dennis:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Nixon, Kissinger,
and US Foreign Policy Making: The Machinery of Crisis which is getting the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's view.

George Chadwick:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Nixon, Kissinger, and US Foreign Policy Making: The Machinery of Crisis. Contain your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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