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LAW, STRUCTURE, AND POLITICS

It isessential for anyoneinvolved in law, politics, and government to
comprehend the workings of the federal independent regulatory agencies of the
United States. Occasionally referred to as the "headless fourth branch of
government,” these agencies do not fit neatly within any of the three
constitutional branches. Their members are appointed for terms that typically
exceed those of the President, and cannot be removed from office in the absence
of some sort of malfeasance or misconduct. They wield enormous power over the
private sector.

Independent Agenciesin the United States provides a full-length study of the
structure and workings of federal independent regulatory agenciesin the US,
focusing on traditional multi-member agencies, such as the Securities and
Exchange Commission, the Federal Communications Commission, the National
Labor Relations Board, and the Federal Trade Commission. It recognizes that the
changing kaleidoscope of modern life has led Congress to create innovative and
idiosyncratic administrative structures including government corporations,
government sponsored enterprises governance, public-private partnerships,
systems for "contracting out,” self-regulation and incorporation by reference of
private standards.

In the process, Breger and Edles analyze the general conflict between palitical
accountability and agency independence. They provide a unique comparative
review of theinternal operations of US agencies and offer contrasts between US,
EU, and certain UK independent agencies. Included is afirst-of-its-kind appendix
describing the powers and procedures of the more than 35 independent US
federal agencies, with each supplemented by a selective bibliography.
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It is essentia for anyone involved in law, politics, and government to comprehend the workings of the
federal independent regulatory agencies of the United States. Occasionally referred to as the "headless fourth
branch of government,” these agencies do not fit neatly within any of the three constitutional branches. Their
members are appointed for terms that typically exceed those of the President, and cannot be removed from
office in the absence of some sort of malfeasance or misconduct. They wield enormous power over the
private sector.

Independent Agencies in the United States provides a full-length study of the structure and workings of
federal independent regulatory agencies in the US, focusing on traditional multi-member agencies, such as
the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Federal Communi cations Commission, the National Labor
Relations Board, and the Federal Trade Commission. It recognizes that the changing kaleidoscope of modern
life has led Congress to create innovative and idiosyncratic administrative structures including government
corporations, government sponsored enterprises governance, public-private partnerships, systems for
"contracting out," self-regulation and incorporation by reference of private standards.

In the process, Breger and Edles analyze the general conflict between political accountability and agency
independence. They provide a unique comparative review of the internal operations of US agencies and offer
contrasts between US, EU, and certain UK independent agencies. Included is afirst-of-its-kind appendix
describing the powers and procedures of the more than 35 independent US federal agencies, with each
supplemented by a selective bibliography.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Independent Agencies in the United Sates. Law, Srructure, and Politics fills amajor gap in administrative
law scholarship. Setting the stage with a historical pageant, sweeping from the 19th Century British origins
of America's basic regulatory model through its metamorphosis into the multiple types of agenciesthat exist
today, the book provides an intellectually vigorous analysis of the real-world influences on agency decision
making. It ranges from such current issues as agency use of private contractors to long-standing issues such
as Presidential and Congressional techniques for seeking to direct independent agency activities. The authors
unparalleled experience shines through this outstanding book!" - Betty Jo Christian, Partner, Steptoe &
Johnson LLP Washington, D.C.

"Independent Agenciesin the United Satesistruly a prodigious feat of scholarship that should be read by
anyone with a seriousinterest in issues of governmental structure and function. Professors Breger and Edles
examine not only the agencies generally referred to as 'independent,’ like the SEC, but also innumerable
other hybrid entities including government corporations and government sponsored enterprises, aswell as
the increasing trend to privatization of governmental functions. Their balanced treatment of issues that often
provoke intense battles of theory and politics insures that this book will be one of the most highly regarded in
recent administrative law scholarship.” - William V. Luneburg, Professor Emeritus University of Pittsburgh
School of Law, Former Chair, ABA Section of Administrative Law & Regulatory Practice

"Independent Agencies in the United Statesis an enormously ambitious effort that succeeds magnificently. It
explains both the meaning of independence and the numerous reasons for seeking it, including both history
and theory, and gets down to the nitty-gritty of how independence plays out in its many different
ramificationsin the real world of administrative law. On top of that, the book includes appendices that spell
out for each independent entity those features of independence that it has and does not have, aswell as
numerous examples of how the many attributes of independence have different manifestations in different
settings. In short, thisis abook that scholars, practitioners, agency officials, congressional staff, and even
students will find of great use." - Alan Morrison, Associate Dean, George Washington Law School, and
long-time administrative law practitioner and teacher

"Breger and Edles enormously advance the understanding of the critical independent agency sector by
treating the differences between executive and independent agencies as a continuum between executive
controllability of agency decisions and the lack thereof. They rely on many legal, political, cultural, and
historical factors, and supply fascinating data on how multi-member agencies function aswell as
comparative material on independent agencies in other legal systems. This rich and nuanced treatment of
agency independence will be extremely helpful to scholars of government and to policymakers who are
structuring new agencies to address the problems of the future." -Michael Asimow, Visiting Professor,
Stanford Law School



"Marshall Breger and Gary Edles have done the unusual. As significant thinkersin the area of administrative
law they have written a scholarly work that is also a practical tool for those who deal with the 'independent
agencies of the federa government. Independent Agenciesin the United States reads well, is clear, is
thoughtful, and a must for those who either study or interact with the federal government. The authors have
made areal contribution to both the scholarship and the practical understanding of the federal legal system,
and their extensive background in government enriches the text." -Senior Judge Loren A. Smith, United
States Court of Federal Claims, and Distinguished Adjunct Professor, George Mason University School of
Law

About the Author

Marshall J. Breger is aProfessor of Law at the Columbus School of Law, The Catholic University of
America. He was a Senior Fellow at the Heritage Foundation specializing in labor, regulatory and trade
policy (including NAFTA). During the George H.W. Bush Administration, he served as Solicitor of Labor,
the chief lawyer of the Labor Department, and Chair of the Tripartite Advisory Panel on International Labor
Standards (TAPILS). During 1992, by Presidential designation, he served concurrently as Acting Assistant
Secretary for Labor Management Standards. He was Chairman of the Administrative Conference of the
United States, an independent federal agency charged with devel oping improvementsin the administrative
process. Professor Breger is a contributing columnist to Moment magazine. He has authored or edited five
books, as well as written over 25 law review articles in publications including the Stanford Law Review,
Boston University Law Review, Duke Law Journal and North Carolina Law Review. Among his recent books
on administrative law are; ADR in the Federal Government: A Practitioner's Deskbook, with Gerald Schatz
& Deborah Laufer (2000); Developments in Administrative Law 2000-2001 (ed. Lubbers, 2001).

Gary J. EdlesisaFellow in Administrative Law and Adjunct Professor of Law at American University,
Washington College of Law, where he teaches a course on the Federal Regulatory Process. Heisalso
Visiting Professor at the University of Hull Law School, where he teaches American Public Law, and
lectures on comparative British-American public law. He islicensed as alawyer in the United States, and isa
member of Gray's Inn (UK). He was General Counsel of the Administrative Conference of the United States
(ACUYS), the US government's expert advisory body on matters of administrative law and process, and
served in senior positions at three independent, multi-member agencies. Professor Edles is co-author of two
books: Edles & Nelson, Federal Regulatory Process. Agency Practices and Procedures (Second Edition,
1989), a book that has been cited by the US Supreme Court and the lower federal courts, and Berg, Klitzman
& Edles, An Interpretive Guide to the Government in the Sunshine Act (Second Edition, 2005). Heis also the
author or co-author of more than a dozen articles. Heis apast Chair of both the Administrative Law Section
and Genera Counsels' Section of the Federal Bar Association, and a member of the Faculty Review Board of
the Administrative Law Review.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Robinson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man or woman? If



you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extratime? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
guestion because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of Independent Agencies
in the United States: Law, Structure, and Politics to read.

Pamela Cole:

This Independent Agenciesin the United States. Law, Structure, and Politics book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This particular Independent Agenciesin the United States: Law, Structure, and
Politics without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't be worry Independent Agenciesin the United States: Law, Structure, and Politics can bring when you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can haveit in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Independent Agenciesin the United States: Law, Structure, and Politics
having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Tammy Jones:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guysthis
specific aren't like that. This Independent Agenciesin the United States: Law, Structure, and Politics book is
readable by ssmply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer involving Independent Agencies in the United States: Law, Structure, and Politics content
conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articlesbut it just different available asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Independent Agenciesin the
United States: Law, Structure, and Politicsis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Algandro Colon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Independent Agenciesin the United States: Law, Structure, and Politics your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Independent Agenciesin the United States: Law, Structure, and
Politics giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better lifein this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern thisis your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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