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Heartlands of Eurasia explores how received metageographical knowledge
informs the understanding of global processes and is subsequently transformed
into geopolitical reasoning with foreign policy implications. It provides a detailed
examination of writings, from both within the region and outside, that look into
the significance of Halford Mackinder's heritage in the context of a vastly
changed world situation. In particular, it attempts to examine how policy makers
and strategic thinkers have used these geopolitical concepts as justification for
their policy in the region. Finally, it attempts an analysis of the extent to which
this policy thinking was translated into practice.

While the study looks into how the vision of the "pivotal" significance of a vast
expanse of land finds its echoes in contemporary narratives, it also underlines the
very creative ways in which Mackinder's ideas have been reinterpreted in
keeping with the changing global dynamics. Making use of the way in which the
region has been traditionally defined and the way in which the people defined
themselves, the study brings into focus a debate on the usefulness of region or
"area"-based studies that are located in geographical imaginations. Anita
Sengupta uses this connection to examine the following issues: geopolitical
imaginations and their relevance in identifying "areas" in the present context; the
intersection between how areas are defined from an outsider perspective and how
people define themselves; the extent to which these definitions have influenced
policy; and the possibility or feasibility of the development of alternative
geostrategic discourses. Mackinder himself did not specify the geographical area
identified first as the "pivot" and later the "heartland," but his ideas were focused
on the "closed heartland of Euro-Asia," an area that was unassailable by sea
power. This study therefore centers its debates around the Eurasian space in
general, though the focus is on the Central Asian region and Uzbekistan in p
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Heartlands of Eurasia explores how received metageographical knowledge informs the understanding of
global processes and is subsequently transformed into geopolitical reasoning with foreign policy
implications. It provides a detailed examination of writings, from both within the region and outside, that
look into the significance of Halford Mackinder's heritage in the context of a vastly changed world situation.
In particular, it attempts to examine how policy makers and strategic thinkers have used these geopolitical
concepts as justification for their policy in the region. Finally, it attempts an analysis of the extent to which
this policy thinking was translated into practice.

While the study looks into how the vision of the "pivotal" significance of a vast expanse of land finds its
echoes in contemporary narratives, it also underlines the very creative ways in which Mackinder's ideas have
been reinterpreted in keeping with the changing global dynamics. Making use of the way in which the region
has been traditionally defined and the way in which the people defined themselves, the study brings into
focus a debate on the usefulness of region or "area"-based studies that are located in geographical
imaginations. Anita Sengupta uses this connection to examine the following issues: geopolitical imaginations
and their relevance in identifying "areas" in the present context; the intersection between how areas are
defined from an outsider perspective and how people define themselves; the extent to which these definitions
have influenced policy; and the possibility or feasibility of the development of alternative geostrategic
discourses. Mackinder himself did not specify the geographical area identified first as the "pivot" and later
the "heartland," but his ideas were focused on the "closed heartland of Euro-Asia," an area that was
unassailable by sea power. This study therefore centers its debates around the Eurasian space in general,
though the focus is on the Central Asian region and Uzbekistan in p
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Editorial Review

Review
The book is a fascinating and in-depth study about the interpretations and re-interpretations of Halford
Mackinder's theory of 'pivot of history' and heartlands now understood as Eurasia. Although the theory has
been debated and expanded over the decades, it has lost neither its significance nor its relevance. In Russia,
the debate about Eurasianism is a perennial one. Where does Russia's destiny lie? Is Central Asia
Mackinder's pivot of history? Viewed from the perspectives of space, identity, ethnic composition, and
natural resources, Central Asia is the pivot and Uzbekistan its center. These aspects are here examined in
detail, and the author is to be highly commended for incorporating the views of Central Asian scholars and
leaders. A valuable contribution to knowledge and learning. (Nirmala Joshi, India-Central Asia Foundation)

About the Author
Anita Sengupta is fellow at the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies at Kolkata. She is the
author of Russia, China and Multilateralism in Central Asia, The Formation of the Uzbek Nation-State: A
Study in Transition, and Frontiers into Borders: The Transformation of Identities in Central Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

This Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space without we realize teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Heartlands of Eurasia:
The Geopolitics of Political Space can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Heartlands of Eurasia: The
Geopolitics of Political Space having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Frances Temple:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer regarding Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?



Deborah Oneal:

The actual book Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Arthur Johnson:

Heartlands of Eurasia: The Geopolitics of Political Space can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Heartlands of Eurasia: The
Geopolitics of Political Space however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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