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By far the most important figure in the history of the United States, George
Washington liberated the thirteen colonies from the superior forces of the British
Empire against all military odds, and presided over the production and
ratification of a constitution that (suitably amended) has lasted for more than two
hundred years. Yet today Washington remains a distant figure to many
Americans—a failing that acclaimed author Paul Johnson sets out to rectify with
this brilliantly vivid, sharply etched portrait of the great hero as a young warrior,
masterly commander in chief, patient lawmaker, and exceptionally wise
president.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
George Washington is by far the most important figure in the history of the United States. Against all
military odds, he liberated the thirteen colonies from the superior forces of the British Empire and presided
over the process to produce and ratify a Constitution that (suitably amended) has lasted for more than two
hundred years. In two terms as president, he set that Constitution to work with such success that, by the time
he finally retired, America was well on its way to becoming the richest and most powerful nation on earth.

Despite his importance, Washington remains today a distant figure to many Americans. Previous books
about him are immensely long, multivolume, and complicated. Paul Johnson has now produced a brief life
that presents a vivid portrait of the great man as young warrior, masterly commander-in-chief, patient
Constitution maker, and exceptionally wise president. He also shows Washington as a farmer of unusual skill
and an entrepreneur of foresight, patriarch of an extended family, and proprietor of one of the most beautiful
homes in America, which he largely built and adorned.

Trenchant and original as ever, Johnson has given us a brilliant, sharply etched portrait of this iconic
figure—both as a hero and as a man.
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From Publishers Weekly
In this masterful addition to the Eminent Lives series, acclaimed historian Johnson (A History of the Jews;
Art: A New History) concisely yet vividly portrays the life and legacy of our first president. Johnson traces
Washington's life from his early manhood as a surveyor falling in love with the uncharted territory west of
Virginia to his later, cunning military exploits. More than anything, according to Johnson, Washington loved



property and sought to expand the boundaries not only of the colonies but also of his own land holdings.
Washington's skills as a surveyor and a manager established him as a military leader in the French and Indian
Wars and the Revolution, and helped him establish a strong executive office and an enduring constitution for
the new republic. Johnson points out that Washington's deep moral conviction about the rightness of the war
helped him to defeat King George III, who lacked any moral passion about the lands he was supposed to
protect. While books like Joseph Ellis's His Excellency offer more detail, Johnson captures the key images of
Washington's life and work in this sharply focused snapshot. (June 2)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School–This biography, written from the vantage point of a respected, conservative British
historian, provides a new and fascinating picture of the first U.S. President. Johnson doesn't have Americans'
natural inclination to deify Washington, but he does have a great deal of respect for his subject, delineating
the man's merits and deficiencies. The author also brings the situation in Britain at the time–the backdrop
against which Washington reached the heights of his fame–into perspective. These well-written and well-
thought-out interpretations will benefit anyone interested in the man or his times.–Ted Westervelt, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Esta Banks:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book George Washington: The Founding Father
(Eminent Lives) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Wesley Powell:

Typically the book George Washington: The Founding Father (Eminent Lives) will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book George Washington: The Founding
Father (Eminent Lives) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jeffery Hall:

Beside that George Washington: The Founding Father (Eminent Lives) in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have George Washington: The Founding Father (Eminent Lives) because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly



about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!

Shirley Drago:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book George Washington: The Founding Father (Eminent Lives)
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book George Washington: The Founding
Father (Eminent Lives) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading in which.
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