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Theindustrial revolution transformed the productive power of societies. It did so
by vastly increasing the individual productivity, thus delivering whole
populations from poverty. In this new account by one of the world's
acknowledged authorities the central issueis not simply how the revolution
began but still more why it did not quickly end. The answer lay in the use of a
new source of energy. Pre-industrial societies had access only to very limited
energy supplies. Aslong as mechanical energy came principally from human or
animal muscle and heat energy from wood, the maximum attainable level of
productivity was bound to be low. Exploitation of a new source of energy in the
form of coal provided an escape route from the constraints of an organic
economy but also brought novel dangers. Since this happened first in England, its
experience has a special fascination, though other countries rapidly followed suit.
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Theindustrial revolution transformed the productive power of societies. It did so by vastly increasing the
individual productivity, thus delivering whole populations from poverty. In this new account by one of the
world's acknowledged authorities the central issue is not simply how the revolution began but still more why
it did not quickly end. The answer lay in the use of anew source of energy. Pre-industrial societies had
access only to very limited energy supplies. Aslong as mechanical energy came principally from human or
animal muscle and heat energy from wood, the maximum attainable level of productivity was bound to be
low. Exploitation of a new source of energy in the form of coal provided an escape route from the constraints
of an organic economy but also brought novel dangers. Since this happened first in England, its experience
has a specia fascination, though other countries rapidly followed suit.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book has changed the way | see the world. Smart, engaging and beautifully-written, Wrigley's study of
the Industrial Revolution casts a fascinating light on current energy questions. If you want to understand how
our dependency on fossil fuels began and what we might do to escape it, you must read this book." -George
Monbiot

"Here, Tony Wrigley develops the central themes that have characterized his distinctive contribution to the
economic transformation of England. There is no better account of the role that the energy revolution played
in the escape from the constraints of the Malthusian pre-industrial economy". -Nicholas Crafts, University of
Warwick.

"Tony Wrigley isone of the true Grand Men of the economic history profession. In this book he analyzesin
depth the role of energy supplies in the emergence of modern economic growth and thus strikes a fascinating
and most timely link between economic history and contemporary issues of energy and environment. Energy
economics are of central importance to any study of economic change, especially when supported by the
breadth of the learning underlying this book." -Joel Mokyr, Northwestern University

"Whether wind or solar power can ever provide the energy needed in an increasingly energy-conscious and
insecure world is debatable but this excellent book provides a historical perspective that is either ignored or
given little credence in contemporary debates of considerable subtlety and relevance. Thisisabook not to
be ignored.” -The Historical Association

"an accessible and comprehensive guide to his interpretation of the industrial revolution. It offers at once a
clear and compelling argument for the centrality of energy in the historical rise of industrial societies and an
opportunity to meditate on the future sustainability of an economic order founded on fossil fuels." -Jan de
Vries, Economic History Review

"an often brilliant and always perceptive presentation of some of the key conclusions from every decade of
his half-century of academic research to date.”" - Michael Anderson, Population Studies

About the Author

Sir Tony Wrigley is amember and co-founder of the Cambridge Group for the History of Population and
Social Structure and aformer President of the British Academy. His previous publicationsinclude
Population and History (1969), People, Cities and Wealth (1987), Continuity, Chance and Change (1988),
Poverty, Progress, and Population (2004), and, with R. S. Schofield, The Population History of England
1541-1871 (1981).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carmine Adams:

The book Energy and the English Industrial Revolution can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Energy and the English



Industrial Revolution? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can
give many factsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Energy and the
English Industrial Revolution has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Bodin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Energy
and the English Industrial Revolution your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The Energy and the English Industrial Revolution giving you another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Wendy Hartnett:

This Energy and the English Industrial Revolution is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Energy and the English Industrial Revolution
can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So thereis not any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book variety for your better life aswell as
knowledge.

Karen Johnson:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Energy and the English Industrial Revolution was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of abook, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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