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World class: The finest atlas ever published

Superlatives tend to fail in face of Joan Blaeu’s Atlas Maior, one of the most
extravagant feats in the history of mapmaking. The original Latin edition,
completed in 1665, was the largest and most expensive book to be published
during the 17th century. Its 594 maps across 11 volumes spanned Arctica, Asia,
Europe, and America. Its scale and ambition occupies such an important place in
Dutch history that it is included in the Canon of Dutch History, an official
survey of 50 individuals, creations, or events that chart the historical
development of the Netherlands.

TASCHEN’s meticulous reprint brings this luxurious Baroque wonder into
the hands of modern readers. In an age of digitized cartography and global
connectivity, it celebrates the steadfast beauty of quality print and restores the
wonder of an exploratory age, in which Blaeu’s native Amsterdam was a center
of international trade and discovery.

True to TASCHEN’s optimum reproduction standards, the edition derives from
the Austrian National Library’s complete colored and gold-heightened copy
of Atlas Maior, assuring the finest detail and quality. University of Amsterdam’s
Peter van der Krogt introduces the historical and cultural significance of the
atlas while providing detailed descriptions for individual maps, revealing the full
scale and ambition of Blaeu’s masterwork. As much an artwork as a
cartographical adventure, the book comes with a slipcase that converts neatly
into a display bookstand.
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World class: The finest atlas ever published

Superlatives tend to fail in face of Joan Blaeu’s Atlas Maior, one of the most extravagant feats in the
history of mapmaking. The original Latin edition, completed in 1665, was the largest and most expensive
book to be published during the 17th century. Its 594 maps across 11 volumes spanned Arctica, Asia,
Europe, and America. Its scale and ambition occupies such an important place in Dutch history that it is
included in the Canon of Dutch History, an official survey of 50 individuals, creations, or events that chart
the historical development of the Netherlands.

TASCHEN’s meticulous reprint brings this luxurious Baroque wonder into the hands of modern
readers. In an age of digitized cartography and global connectivity, it celebrates the steadfast beauty of
quality print and restores the wonder of an exploratory age, in which Blaeu’s native Amsterdam was a
center of international trade and discovery.

True to TASCHEN’s optimum reproduction standards, the edition derives from the Austrian National
Library’s complete colored and gold-heightened copy of Atlas Maior, assuring the finest detail and
quality. University of Amsterdam’s Peter van der Krogt introduces the historical and cultural significance
of the atlas while providing detailed descriptions for individual maps, revealing the full scale and ambition of
Blaeu’s masterwork. As much an artwork as a cartographical adventure, the book comes with a slipcase that
converts neatly into a display bookstand.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Joan Blaeu (1596 Alkmaar–1673 Amsterdam) was a leading Dutch cartographer and member of the
Amsterdam council. Son of Willem Blaeu, also a famed cartographer, Joan and his brother Cornelius took
over his father’s workshop in 1638. He became the official cartographer of the Dutch East India Company
and would gain further fame with a collection of Dutch city maps entitled Tooneel der Steeden, the first atlas
of Scotland, and the masterwork Atlas Maior.

Peter van der Krogt is a leading expert on Dutch atlases. Since 1990, he has been working on Koeman’s
Atlantes Neerlandici, the cartobibliography of atlases published in the Netherlands. Van der Krogt is curator
of the Special Collections of the University of Amsterdam and researcher in the history of cartography at the
University of Utrecht.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lee Nelson:

The book Blaeu: Atlas Maior can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave a good thing like a book Blaeu: Atlas Maior? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book Blaeu: Atlas Maior has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

David Whetstone:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Blaeu: Atlas Maior
suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Blaeu: Atlas
Maioris the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Linda White:

Beside this specific Blaeu: Atlas Maior in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Blaeu:
Atlas Maior because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book
but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand.



The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Helen Widner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Blaeu: Atlas Maior.
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