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America wields a combination of military, economic and cultural power that
many consider unprecedented. The way America uses this power has
repercussions on every major issue of world affairs, including the prospects of
regional security, the spread of democratic governance, and the provision of
global public goods in economic and environmental domains.

This volume explores the questions raised by American power from a variety of
perspectives. Is the emphasis laid on military power likely to be self-defeating for
the United States in the long run? Is "soft power" or persuasion a more effective
way to promote American interests and goals? How is American predominance
perceived in Europe, China and the Arab world? Will it last or will other powers
coalesce to resist US hegemony? The authors address these and other
fundamental questions in rigorous and historically sensitive analyses of this
critical juncture in global politics.

The book will be of great interest to students and scholars in political science and
international relations, as well as all those concerned with and by one of the key
topics of our time.

Contributors include: Robert Cooper, Michael Cox, Zhiyuan Cui, Abdelwahab
El-Affendi, G. John Ikenberry, Robert Kagan, Mary Kaldor, Joseph S. Nye,
Thomas Risse.
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America wields a combination of military, economic and cultural power that many consider unprecedented.
The way America uses this power has repercussions on every major issue of world affairs, including the
prospects of regional security, the spread of democratic governance, and the provision of global public goods
in economic and environmental domains.

This volume explores the questions raised by American power from a variety of perspectives. Is the
emphasis laid on military power likely to be self-defeating for the United States in the long run? Is "soft
power" or persuasion a more effective way to promote American interests and goals? How is American
predominance perceived in Europe, China and the Arab world? Will it last or will other powers coalesce to
resist US hegemony? The authors address these and other fundamental questions in rigorous and historically
sensitive analyses of this critical juncture in global politics.

The book will be of great interest to students and scholars in political science and international relations, as
well as all those concerned with and by one of the key topics of our time.

Contributors include: Robert Cooper, Michael Cox, Zhiyuan Cui, Abdelwahab El-Affendi, G. John
Ikenberry, Robert Kagan, Mary Kaldor, Joseph S. Nye, Thomas Risse.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a fine collection of essays that exemplifies the many different intellectual pathways to the
conventional scholarly wisdom about constraints on American power."

Perspectives on Politics

"This is a book brimming with ideas, which is calculated to start rather than end a debate."

Keith Kyle, International Affairs

"A collection of essays assembled largely from the 2003 Miliband Lectures at the London School of
Economics, presents a smorgasbord of competing vision of the future. Sketching four potential future states –
empire, global democracy, collective security, balance of power – they provide outer limits of possible future
states within which contributors comfortably fall. Reading the book from cover to cover produces a gaggle of
voices and plenty of material for classroom debate."

Alex Goodall, Times Higher Education Supplement

"Gathering together many of the world's best geopolitical thinkers, this book is essential reading for anyone
worried by the impact of American power on global governance. The inclusion of Arab and Chinese
perspectives is particularly welcome."

Charles Grant, Centre for European Reform

From the Back Cover
America wields a combination of military, economic and cultural power that many consider unprecedented.
The way America uses this power has repercussions on every major issue of world affairs, including the
prospects of regional security, the spread of democratic governance, and the provision of global public goods
in economic and environmental domains.

This volume explores the questions raised by American power from a variety of perspectives. Is the
emphasis laid on military power likely to be self-defeating for the United States in the long run? Is “soft
power” or persuasion a more effective way to promote American interests and goals? How is American
predominance perceived in Europe, China and the Arab world? Will it last or will other powers coalesce to
resist US hegemony? The authors address these and other fundamental questions in rigorous and historically
sensitive analyses of this critical juncture in global politics.

The book will be of great interest to students and scholars in political science and international relations, as
well as all those concerned with and by one of the key topics of our time.

Contributors include: Robert Cooper, Michael Cox, Zhiyuan Cui, Abdelwahab El-Affendi, G. John



Ikenberry, Robert Kagan, Mary Kaldor, Joseph S. Nye, Thomas Risse.

About the Author
David Held is Graham Wallas Professor of Political Science

Mathias Koenig-Archibugi is Lecturer in Global Politics, both at the London School of Economics and
Political Science

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

The feeling that you get from American Power in the 21st Century is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but American Power in the 21st Century giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this specific American Power in the 21st Century
instantly.

Florence Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be American Power in the 21st Century why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Fred Nelson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The American Power in the
21st Century provide you with new experience in looking at a book.



Mary Adamczyk:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book American Power in the 21st Century was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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