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The first-ever account of the struggle to develop and protect rights in the Golden
State

Wherever There's a Fight captures the sweeping story of how freedom and
equality have grown in California, from the gold rush right up to the precarious
post-9/11 era. The book tells the stories of the brave individuals who have stood
up for their rights in the face of social hostility, physical violence, economic
hardship, and political stonewalling.

It connects the experiences of early Chinese immigrants subjected to
discriminatory laws to those of professionals who challenged McCarthyism and
those of people who have fought to gain equal rights in California schools:
people of color, people with disabilities, and people standing up for their
religious freedom. The authors bring a special focus to the World War II
internment of Japanese Americans, focusing on the infamous Korematsu case,
which was foreshadowed by a century of civil liberties violations and
reverberates in more recent times--regrettably, even today in the Patriot Act. And
they follow the ongoing struggles for workers' rights and same-sex marriage.

State and federal constitutions spell out many liberties and rights, but it is the
people who challenge prejudice and discrimination that transform those lofty
ideals into practical realities. Wherever There's a Fight paints vivid portraits of
these people and brings to light their often hidden stories.

Winner of the Gold Medal in the 2010 California Book Awards

A Foreword Book of the Year
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The first-ever account of the struggle to develop and protect rights in the Golden State

Wherever There's a Fight captures the sweeping story of how freedom and equality have grown in
California, from the gold rush right up to the precarious post-9/11 era. The book tells the stories of the brave
individuals who have stood up for their rights in the face of social hostility, physical violence, economic
hardship, and political stonewalling.

It connects the experiences of early Chinese immigrants subjected to discriminatory laws to those of
professionals who challenged McCarthyism and those of people who have fought to gain equal rights in
California schools: people of color, people with disabilities, and people standing up for their religious
freedom. The authors bring a special focus to the World War II internment of Japanese Americans, focusing
on the infamous Korematsu case, which was foreshadowed by a century of civil liberties violations and
reverberates in more recent times--regrettably, even today in the Patriot Act. And they follow the ongoing
struggles for workers' rights and same-sex marriage.

State and federal constitutions spell out many liberties and rights, but it is the people who challenge
prejudice and discrimination that transform those lofty ideals into practical realities. Wherever There's a
Fight paints vivid portraits of these people and brings to light their often hidden stories.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. As Californians battle over Prop. 8's hotly contested ban on same-sex marriage, ACLU
veterans Elinson (coauthor of The Development Debacle) and Yogi (co-editor of Highway 99) offer crucial
perspective on the history of minority rights in a state long considered a political trendsetter. Beginning in
the mid-19th century—amid the expulsion of Chinese communities from hundreds of California towns and
state-sponsored genocidal campaigns against indigenous tribes—the authors describe, in hefty but clear and
cogent detail, the shifting patterns of fear, xenophobia, white supremacy and economic competition and
exploitation that have repeatedly motivated majorities of Californians to undermine the civil liberties of
minorities. But the silver lining to this shameful history is boldly painted: from the free speech fights on
behalf of workers by the IWW or on behalf of artists by poet and publisher Lawrence Ferlinghetti,
Californians have relentlessly asserted their constitutional rights in cases and campaigns that have often
strengthened the rights of all Americans. Readers will find this an essential reference in navigating the
slogan-riddled civil rights issues of the day. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

The actual book Wherever There's a Fight: How Runaway Slaves, Suffragists, Immigrants, Strikers, and
Poets Shaped Civil Liberties in California will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Wherever There's a Fight: How Runaway Slaves, Suffragists, Immigrants,
Strikers, and Poets Shaped Civil Liberties in California is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Amy McCarter:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Wherever There's a Fight: How Runaway Slaves, Suffragists, Immigrants, Strikers,
and Poets Shaped Civil Liberties in California this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.



Paul Ring:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Wherever There's a Fight:
How Runaway Slaves, Suffragists, Immigrants, Strikers, and Poets Shaped Civil Liberties in California.

Gregory Medina:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Wherever There's a Fight: How
Runaway Slaves, Suffragists, Immigrants, Strikers, and Poets Shaped Civil Liberties in California to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book
Wherever There's a Fight: How Runaway Slaves, Suffragists, Immigrants, Strikers, and Poets Shaped Civil
Liberties in California can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of that time.
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