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2014 Reprint of 1961 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not
reproduced with Optical Recognition Software. Lifton's research for the book
began in 1953 with a series of interviews with American servicemen who had
been held captive during the Korean War. In addition to interviews with 25
Americans, Lifton also interviewed 15 Chinese who had fled their homeland after
having been subjected to indoctrination in Chinese universities. From these
interviews, which in some cases occurred regularly for over ayear, Lifton
identified the tactics used by Chinese communists to cause drastic shiftsin one's
opinions and personality and "brainwash™ American soldiersinto making
demonstrably false assertions. Thiswork has become a classic text in the field
and continues to serve as a fundamental guide in the debriefing of former cult
members. Lifton's famous eight criteriafor thought control are: Milieu Control.
Thisinvolves the control of information and communication both within the
environment and, ultimately, within the individual, resulting in a significant
degree of isolation from society at large. Mystical Manipulation. Thereis
manipulation of experiences that appear spontaneous but in fact were planned
and orchestrated by the group or its leaders in order to demonstrate divine
authority or spiritual advancement or some special gift or talent that will then
allow the leader to reinterpret events, scripture, and experiences as he or she
wishes. Demand for Purity. The world is viewed as black and white and the
members are constantly exhorted to conform to the ideology of the group and
strive for perfection. The induction of guilt and/or shame is a powerful control
device used here. Confession. Sins, as defined by the group, are to be confessed
either to apersona monitor or publicly to the group. There is no confidentiality;
members "sing," "attitudes," and "faults" are discussed and exploited by the
leaders. Sacred Science. The group's doctrine or ideology is considered to be the
ultimate Truth, beyond all questioning or dispute. Truth is not to be found outside
the group. The leader, as the spokesperson for God or for al humanity, is
likewise above criticism. Loading the Language. The group interprets or uses
words and phrases in new ways so that often the outside world does not
understand. Thisjargon consists of thought-terminating clichés, which serve to
alter members' thought processes to conform to the group's way of thinking.
Doctrine over person. Member's personal experiences are subordinated to the
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sacred science and any contrary experiences must be denied or reinterpreted to fit
the ideology of the group. Dispensing of existence. The group has the prerogative
to decide who has the right to exist and who does not. Thisis usually not literal
but means that those in the outside world are not saved, unenlightened,
unconscious and they must be converted to the group's ideology. If they do not
join the group or are critical of the group, then they must be rejected by the
members. Thus, the outside world loses al credibility. In conjunction, should any
member leave the group, he or she must be rejected al so.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Larry Witcher:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Thought Reform and the Psychology of
Totalism: A Study of Brainwashing in China, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still would like to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Romana Linder:

Reading a book to get new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to study abook. When you read a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The Thought Reform
and the Psychology of Totalism: A Study of Brainwashing in Chinawill give you a new experiencein
looking at a book.

Joseph Mattie:

Y ou can obtain this Thought Reform and the Psychology of Totalism: A Study of Brainwashing in China by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let'stry
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Sylvia Medina:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching fromiit. It is
referred to as of book Thought Reform and the Psychology of Totalism: A Study of Brainwashing in China.



You'll be ableto your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It ismost significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from

one place to other place.
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