
The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of
Religion and the Paranormal

By Paul Kurtz

The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the
Paranormal By Paul Kurtz

In this landmark work, Paul Kurtz examines the reasons why people accept
supernatural and paranormal belief systems in spite of substantial evidence to the
contrary. According to Kurtz, it is because there is within the human species a
deeply rooted tendency toward magical thinking—the “transcendental
temptation”—which undermines critical judgment and paves the way for willful
beliefs.

Kurtz explores in detail the three major monotheistic religions—Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam—finding striking psychological and sociological parallels
between these religions, the spiritualism of the nineteenth century, and the
paranormal belief systems of today. This acclaimed and controversial book
includes sections on mysticism, belief in the afterlife, the existence of God,
reincarnation, astrology, and ufology. Kurtz concludes by explaining and
advocating rational skepticism as an antidote to belief in the transcendental.
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Editorial Review

Review
"If everybody on the planet read this book, the world would be a better place, thanks to Paul."
-Michael Shermer, author of The Believing Brain

"Well-written, readable, and carefully researched compendium of the skeptical challenge and position. . . .
This is a must."
-Choice

"A practical and eloquent manual for every woman and man seeking to live a sensible life with meaning. It
shows the way forward for both the individual and all of society. Writing with a gentle hand, Kurtz has
presented philosophy in a manner that is interesting and digestible to all. This book will appeal to a wide
variety of readers because it addresses real beliefs held by real people in the real world.... Kurtz explores
many popular irrational beliefs and convincingly argues that humankind can and should do better. Readers
will appreciate Kurtz’s positive and constructive tone throughout this extraordinary book. He writes not only
about colossal failures of reason but also of our wonderful ability to think things through and get it right.
This invaluable book offers much needed direction toward a better world for all.”
—Guy P. Harrison, author of Think: Why You Should Question Everything
 
"A very important book ... clearly written and forcefully argued."
-Journal of the American Academy of Religion

About the Author
Paul Kurtz (1925-2012), professor emeritus of philosophy at the State University of New York at Buffalo
and a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, was the author or editor of more
than fifty books, including The Transcendental Temptation, The Courage to Become, and Embracing the
Power of Humanism, plus nine hundred articles and reviews. He was the founder and chairman of the Center
for Inquiry, the Council for Secular Humanism, and the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry. He appeared on
many major television and radio talk shows and has lectured at universities worldwide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion
and the Paranormal as the daily resource information.



Richard Freed:

The book The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal will bring you to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique
of Religion and the Paranormal is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Benjamin Herrera:

The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal although doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Susan Negri:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The
Transcendental Temptation: A Critique of Religion and the Paranormal.
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