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The Open Door is a landmark of women's writing in Arabic. Published in 1960, it
was very bold for its time in exploring a middle-class Egyptian girl's coming of
sexual and political age, in the context of the Egyptian nationalist movement
preceding the 1952 revolution. The novel traces the pressures on young women
and young men of that time and class as they seek to free themselves of family
control and social expectations. Young Layla and her brother become involved in
the student activism of the 1940s and early 1950s and in the popular resistance to
continued imperialist rule; the story culminates in the 1956 Suez Crisis, when
Gamal Abd al-Nasser's nationalization of the Canal led to a British, French, and
Israeli invasion. Not only daring in her themes, Latifa al-Zayyat was also bold in
her use of colloquial Arabic, and the novel contains some of the liveliest dialogue
in modern Arabic literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
''Not only a great novel, but a literary landmark that shaped our consciousness.'' -- Abdel Moneim Tallima

About the Author
Latifa Al-Zayyat (1923-96) struggled all her life to uphold just causes -- national integrity, the welfare of the
poor, human rights, freedom of expression, and the rejection of all forms of imperialist hegemony. As a
professor of English literature at Ain Shams University, her critical output was no less prolific than her
creative writing, but the creative, academic, and political strands of her personality were interwoven. The
Open Door is generally recognized as her magnum opus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

The book The Open Door can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Open Door? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Open Door has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Anne Hahn:

Why? Because this The Open Door is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap
the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Martin Kelley:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Open Door can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?



Sean Martinez:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top listing
in your reading list is definitely The Open Door. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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