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The history of mathematics is filled with major breakthroughs resulting from
solutions to recreational problems. Problems of interest to gamblers led to the
modern theory of probability, for example, and surreal numbers were inspired by
the game of Go. Yet even with such groundbreaking findings and a wealth of
popular-level books exploring puzzles and brainteasers, research in recreational
mathematics has often been neglected. The Mathematics of Various Entertaining
Subjects brings together authors from a variety of specialties to present
fascinating problems and solutions in recreational mathematics.

Contributors to the book show how sophisticated mathematics can help construct
mazes that look like famous people, how the analysis of crossword puzzles has
much in common with understanding epidemics, and how the theory of electrical
circuits is useful in understanding the classic Towers of Hanoi puzzle. The card
game SET is related to the theory of error-correcting codes, and simple tic-tac-
toe takes on a new life when played on an affine plane. Inspirations for the book's
wealth of problems include board games, card tricks, fake coins, flexagons,
pencil puzzles, poker, and so much more.

Looking at a plethora of eclectic games and puzzles, The Mathematics of Various
Entertaining Subjects is sure to entertain, challenge, and inspire academic
mathematicians and avid math enthusiasts alike.
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The history of mathematics is filled with major breakthroughs resulting from solutions to recreational
problems. Problems of interest to gamblers led to the modern theory of probability, for example, and surreal
numbers were inspired by the game of Go. Yet even with such groundbreaking findings and a wealth of
popular-level books exploring puzzles and brainteasers, research in recreational mathematics has often been
neglected. The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects brings together authors from a variety of
specialties to present fascinating problems and solutions in recreational mathematics.

Contributors to the book show how sophisticated mathematics can help construct mazes that look like
famous people, how the analysis of crossword puzzles has much in common with understanding epidemics,
and how the theory of electrical circuits is useful in understanding the classic Towers of Hanoi puzzle. The
card game SET is related to the theory of error-correcting codes, and simple tic-tac-toe takes on a new life
when played on an affine plane. Inspirations for the book's wealth of problems include board games, card
tricks, fake coins, flexagons, pencil puzzles, poker, and so much more.

Looking at a plethora of eclectic games and puzzles, The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects is
sure to entertain, challenge, and inspire academic mathematicians and avid math enthusiasts alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2016

"Beineke and Rosenhouse have compiled and edited a fantastic collection of essays dealing with popular
mathematics. . . . Anybody who enjoys reading about recreation mathematics should definitely explore these
writings."--Choice

From the Back Cover

"This book is a fascinating treasure trove of puzzles, brain teasers, and mathematical recreations that will
keep your mind busy for months, if not years. A true gem that is destined to become a classic."--Eli Maor,
author of e: The Story of a Number

"This entertaining yet rigorous book of recreational mathematical masterpieces presents centuries-old
puzzles and new inventions that illustrate the continuing allure of recreational mathematics. The
contributions are up-to-date, well illustrated, and startle with unexpected connections. Lay readers and
connoisseurs will find imaginative and instructive delights."--Mircea Pitici, editor of The Best Writing on
Mathematics

"A pleasure to read, this inviting book spans the broad range of topics in recreational mathematics, and the
contributors are well-respected names in the field. Probability calculations, Fibonacci numbers, continued
fractions, card tricks, strategies in games, and coin-weighing problems are all included, and in ways that
reinforce each other."--Philip Straffin, professor emeritus of mathematics, Beloit College

"The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects provides a plethora of elegant and surprising
mathematical results that were originally motivated by, or found applications in, games and puzzles. The
diverse questions, engaging work, and novel, often beautiful solutions make this book an excellent survey
and introduction to this kind of analysis."--David Neel, Seattle University

About the Author
Jennifer Beineke is professor of mathematics at Western New England University. Jason Rosenhouse is
professor of mathematics at James Madison University. He is the author of The Monty Hall Problem and the
coauthor of Taking Sudoku Seriously.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Richards:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects: Research in
Recreational Math book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that



want to offer to you. The writer of The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects: Research in
Recreational Math content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The
Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects: Research in Recreational Math is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Cara Fultz:

The knowledge that you get from The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects: Research in
Recreational Math is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Mathematics of
Various Entertaining Subjects: Research in Recreational Math giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Mathematics of Various Entertaining
Subjects: Research in Recreational Math instantly.

Mamie Salinas:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Mathematics of Various
Entertaining Subjects: Research in Recreational Math which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Lauren Miner:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Mathematics of Various Entertaining
Subjects: Research in Recreational Math was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Mathematics of Various Entertaining Subjects: Research in Recreational Math has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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