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How do states prevent the recognition of territories that have unilaterally
declared independence? At a time when the issue of secession is becoming
increasingly significant on the world stage, this is the first book to consider this
crucial question. Analysing the efforts of the governments of Serbia, Georgia,
and Cyprus to prevent the international recognition of Kosovo, South Ossetia,
Abkhazia, and northern Cyprus the work draws on in depth interviews with a
number of leading policy makers to explain how each of the countries has
designed, developed, and implemented its counter secession strategies. After
explaining how the principle of the territorial integrity of states has tended to take
precedence over the right of self-determination, it examines the range of ways
countries facing a separatist threat can prevent recognition by other states and
considers the increasingly important role played by international and regional
organisations, especially the United Nations, in the recognition process.
Additionally, it shows how forms of legitimisation or acknowledgement are also
central elements of any counter-recognition process, and why steps to prevent
secessionist entities from participating in major sporting and cultural bodies are
given so much attention. Finally, it questions the effects of these counter
recognition efforts on attempts to solve these territorial conflicts. Drawing on
history, politics, and international law this book is the first and only
comprehensive account of this increasingly important field of foreign policy.
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How do states prevent the recognition of territories that have unilaterally declared independence? At a time
when the issue of secession is becoming increasingly significant on the world stage, this is the first book to
consider this crucial question. Analysing the efforts of the governments of Serbia, Georgia, and Cyprus to
prevent the international recognition of Kosovo, South Ossetia, Abkhazia, and northern Cyprus the work
draws on in depth interviews with a number of leading policy makers to explain how each of the countries
has designed, developed, and implemented its counter secession strategies. After explaining how the
principle of the territorial integrity of states has tended to take precedence over the right of self-
determination, it examines the range of ways countries facing a separatist threat can prevent recognition by
other states and considers the increasingly important role played by international and regional organisations,
especially the United Nations, in the recognition process. Additionally, it shows how forms of legitimisation
or acknowledgement are also central elements of any counter-recognition process, and why steps to prevent
secessionist entities from participating in major sporting and cultural bodies are given so much attention.
Finally, it questions the effects of these counter recognition efforts on attempts to solve these territorial
conflicts. Drawing on history, politics, and international law this book is the first and only comprehensive
account of this increasingly important field of foreign policy.
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Editorial Review

Review
this is a novel work on an important topic with a wealth of empirical evidence. It is accessible to both
novices and experts and addresses a wide breadth of the scholarly literatures. Bridget Coggins, Diplomacy &
Statecraft Ker-Lindsayas book should be credited for both its conceptual novelty and the clarity of its
analytical structure. Ker-Lindsay successfully synthesises the politics of counter-recognition into three
elements: initial attempts to isolate seceding territories from international communities (isolation), careful
review of risks involved in isolation tactics (risk review) and target setting to maximise the benefit from the
diplomatic endgame (target setting). Tom Hashimoto, Europe Asia Studies

About the Author

James Ker-Lindsay's research focuses on issues relating to conflict, peace, and security in the Western
Balkans and the Eastern Mediterranean. He is Eurobank EFG Senior Research Fellow on the Politics of
South East Europe at the European Institute, London School of Economics and Political Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karl Schueller:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Foreign Policy of Counter Secession: Preventing the Recognition of Contested States.

Kay Young:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Foreign Policy of Counter
Secession: Preventing the Recognition of Contested States, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.



Caleb Jones:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually The Foreign Policy of Counter Secession: Preventing the
Recognition of Contested States. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kayla France:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Foreign Policy of Counter Secession:
Preventing the Recognition of Contested States.
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