
Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China

By Guy Delisle

Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China By Guy Delisle

Shenzhen is entertainingly compact with Guy Delisle's observations of life in
urban southern China, sealed off from the rest of the country by electric fences
and armed guards. With a dry wit and a clean line, Delisle makes the most of his
time spent in Asia overseeing outsourced production for a French animation
company. He brings to life the quick pace of Shenzhen's crowded streets. By
translating his fish-out-of-water experiences into accessible graphic novels,
Delisle skillfully notes the differences between Western and Eastern cultures,
while also conveying his compassion for the simple freedoms that escape his
colleagues in the Communist state.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Last year's Pyongyang introduced Delisle's acute voice, as he reported from North Korea with unusual
insight and wit, not to mention wonderfully detailed cartooning. Shenzhen is not a follow-up so much as
another installment in what one hopes is an ongoing series of travelogues by this talented artist. Here he
again finds himself working on an animated movie in a Communist country, this time in Shenzhen, an
isolated city in southern China. Delisle not only takes readers through his daily routine, but also explores
Chinese custom and geography, eloquently explaining the cultural differences city to city, company to
company and person to person. He also goes into detail about the food and entertainment of the region as
well as animation in general and his own career path. All of this is the result of his intense isolation for three
months in an anonymous hotel room. He has little to do but ruminate on his surroundings, and readers are the
lucky beneficiaries of his loneliness. As in his earlier work, Delisle draws in a gentle cartoon style: his
observations are grounded in realism, but his figures are light cartoons, giving the book, as Delisle himself
remarks, a feeling of an alternative Tintin. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Delisle's Pyongyang (2005) documented two months spent overseeing cartoon production in North Korea's
capital. Now he recounts a 1997 stint in the Chinese boomtown Shenzhen. Even a decade ago, China showed
signs of Westernization, at least in Special Economic Zones such as Shenzhen, where Delisle found a Hard
Rock Cafe and a Gold's Gym. Still, he experienced near-constant alienation. The absence of other
Westerners and bilingual Chinese left him unable to ask about baffling cultural differences ranging from
exotic shops to the pervasive lack of sanitation. Because China is an authoritarian, not totalitarian, state, and
Delisle escaped the oppressive atmosphere with a getaway to nearby Hong Kong, whose relative familiarity
gave him "reverse culture shock," Delisle's wittily empathetic depiction of the Western-Chinese cultural gap
is less dramatic than that of his Korean sojourn. That said, his creative skill suggests that the comic strip is
the ideal medium for such an account. His wry drawings and clever storytelling convey his experiences far
more effectively than one imagines a travel journal or film documentary would. Gordon Flagg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“A fascinating, meandering look at one of China's most storied new cities.” ?Boing Boing

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobbi Wilkinson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China book is readable by means
of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Marie Clemmer:

This book untitled Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Lynnette Jennings:

This Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Martha Fincher:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Shenzhen: A Travelogue from China we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Shenzhen: A
Travelogue from China. You can more inviting than now.
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