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The blood-laden birth-pangs of the Indian "nation-state" undoubtedly had a
bearing on the contentious issue of group rights for cultural minorities. Indeed,
the trajectory of the concept ‘minority rights’ evolved amidst multiple
conceptualizations, political posturing and violent mobilizations and outbursts.
Accommodating minority groups posed a predicament for the fledgling "nation-
state" of post-colonial India.

This book compares and contrasts Muslim and Sikh communities in pre- and
post-Partition India. Mapping the evolving discourse on minority rights, the
author looks at the overlaps between the Constitutional and the majoritarian
discourse being articulated in the public sphere and poses questions about the
guaranteeing of minority rights. The book suggests that through historical
ruptures and breaks , communities oscillate between being minorities and
nations. Combining archival material with ethnographic fieldwork, it studies the
identity groups and their vexed relationship to the ideas of nation and
nationalism. It captures meanings attributed to otherwise politically loaded
concepts such as nation, nation-state and minority rights in the everyday world of
Muslims and Sikhs and thus tries to make sense of the patterns of
accommodation, adaptation and contestation in the life-world.

Successfully confronting and illuminating the challenge of reconciling
representation and equality both for groups and within groups, this exploration of
South Asian nationalisms and communal relations will be of interest to
academics in the field of South Asian Studies, in particular Sociology and
Politics.
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The blood-laden birth-pangs of the Indian "nation-state" undoubtedly had a bearing on the contentious issue
of group rights for cultural minorities. Indeed, the trajectory of the concept ‘minority rights’ evolved amidst
multiple conceptualizations, political posturing and violent mobilizations and outbursts. Accommodating
minority groups posed a predicament for the fledgling "nation-state" of post-colonial India.

This book compares and contrasts Muslim and Sikh communities in pre- and post-Partition India. Mapping
the evolving discourse on minority rights, the author looks at the overlaps between the Constitutional and the
majoritarian discourse being articulated in the public sphere and poses questions about the guaranteeing of
minority rights. The book suggests that through historical ruptures and breaks , communities oscillate
between being minorities and nations. Combining archival material with ethnographic fieldwork, it studies
the identity groups and their vexed relationship to the ideas of nation and nationalism. It captures meanings
attributed to otherwise politically loaded concepts such as nation, nation-state and minority rights in the
everyday world of Muslims and Sikhs and thus tries to make sense of the patterns of accommodation,
adaptation and contestation in the life-world.

Successfully confronting and illuminating the challenge of reconciling representation and equality both for
groups and within groups, this exploration of South Asian nationalisms and communal relations will be of
interest to academics in the field of South Asian Studies, in particular Sociology and Politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This work should be of interest not only to political sociologists but also for historians and political
scientists given its awareness of the historical archive, government reports, political debates in and outside
the legislative assembly, etc." - Javed Iqbal Wani, Royal Holloway, University of London, South Asian
History and Culture Volume 6,  Issue 4, 2015

Tanweer Fazal’s book historicizes this complex sociology of nationalism and the nation-state from the
vantage point of minorities and the discourse of minority rights. […] As a historically conscious and
comparative account of minority rights in India, this book is a remarkably valuable intervention in the field.
[…] Fazal’s book is an important analysis of the problematic discourse of minority rights in India. The book
straddles a range of disciplines and methods and marks a notable interdisciplinary attempt to capture the
dialectic between nation, nationalism, minority identities and rights in India.

Rajesh Dev, University of Delhi in Pacific Affairs

About the Author

Tanweer Fazal is Associate Professor at the Nelson Mandela Centre, JMI, New Delhi, India. His previous
publications include the edited book Minority Nationalisms in South Asia (Routledge 2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Taylor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for people. The book "Nation-state" and Minority
Rights in India: Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge Contemporary South
Asia Series) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book "Nation-state" and Minority Rights in India:
Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) is not
only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book "Nation-
state" and Minority Rights in India: Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge
Contemporary South Asia Series). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some
books.



Frances Smith:

This "Nation-state" and Minority Rights in India: Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities
(Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of "Nation-state" and Minority Rights in India: Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh
Identities (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry "Nation-state" and Minority Rights in
India: Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series)
can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even telephone. This "Nation-state" and Minority Rights in India: Comparative
Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Elizabeth Acker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this "Nation-state" and Minority Rights
in India: Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge Contemporary South Asia
Series) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty "Nation-state" and Minority Rights in
India: Comparative Perspectives on Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series)
as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't
ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lowell Decoteau:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is "Nation-state" and Minority Rights in India: Comparative Perspectives on
Muslim and Sikh Identities (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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