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The legend of Mulan--the daughter who disguises herself as a man, dons her
father's armor, and heads off to war in his place--remains one of the most popular
Chinese folktales despite (or because of) its lack of supernatural demonstrations
or interventions.

This volume offers lively translations of the earliest recorded version of the
legend and several later iterations of the tale (including the screenplay of the
hugely successful 1939 Chinese film Mulan Joins the Army), illustrating the
many ways that reinterpretations of this basic story reflect centuries of changes
in Chinese cultural, political, and sexual attitudes.

An Introduction traces the evolution of the Mulan legend and its significance in
the history of Chinese popular culture. Annotation explaining terms and
references unfamiliar to Western readers, a glossary, and a comprehensive
bibliography further enhance the value of this volume for both scholars and
students.
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Editorial Review

Review

Idema's scholarship . . . [and his] ability to translate popular texts into comparably idiomatic English are
outstanding achievements.--Hugh R. Clark, Ursinus College

The plots and the elaborations of the Mulan narratives reproduced (and summarized) here demonstrate the
many ways in which the Mulan figure has spoken to succeeding generations with differing heroic
characteristics and in the idiom that each audience understood; they offer excellent texts for a deep
background for any consideration of Mulan in contemporary culture. For scholars of European fairy tales, the
narratives offer striking points of comparison with European crossdressing heroines of the sixteenth,
seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries.--Ruth B. Bottigheimer, Stony Brook University

About the Author

Shiamin Kwa received her Ph.D. in East Asian Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University.

Wilt L. Idema is Professor of Chinese Literature, Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

The book Mulan: Five Versions of a Classic Chinese Legend, with Related Texts can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Mulan:
Five Versions of a Classic Chinese Legend, with Related Texts? A number of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Mulan: Five Versions of a Classic Chinese Legend, with Related Texts has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Carmen Jensen:

The reserve with title Mulan: Five Versions of a Classic Chinese Legend, with Related Texts has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book



exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Candy Dixon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Mulan: Five Versions
of a Classic Chinese Legend, with Related Texts that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Mulan: Five Versions of a Classic
Chinese Legend, with Related Texts become your personal starter.

Amy Mueller:

The book untitled Mulan: Five Versions of a Classic Chinese Legend, with Related Texts contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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