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Modern Architecture is alandmark text--the first book in which America's
greatest architect put forth the principles of afundamentally new, organic
architecture that would reject the trappings of historical styles while avoiding the
geometric abstraction of the machine aesthetic advocated by contemporary
European modernists. One of the most important documents in the devel opment
of modern architecture and the career of Frank Lloyd Wright, Modern
Architecture is a provocative and profound polemic against America's
architectural eclecticism, commercial skyscrapers, and misguided urban
planning. The book is aso awork of savvy self-promotion, in which Wright not
only advanced his own concept of an organic architecture but also framed it as
having anticipated by decades--and bettered--what he saw as the reductive
modernism of his European counterparts. Based on the 1931 original, for which
Wright supplied the cover illustration, this beautiful edition includes a new
introduction that puts Modern Architecturein its broader architectural, historical,
and intellectual context for the first time.

The subjects of these lively lectures--from "Machinery, Materials and Men" to
"The Tyranny of the Skyscraper" and "The City"--move from a general statement
of the conditions of modern culture to particular applicationsin the fields of
architecture and urbanism at ever broadening scales. Wright's vision in Modern
Architecture is ultimately to equate the truly modern with romanticism,
imagination, beauty, and nature--all of which he connects with an underlying
sense of American democratic freedom and individualism.
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Modern Architecture is alandmark text--the first book in which America's greatest architect put forth the
principles of afundamentally new, organic architecture that would reject the trappings of historical styles
while avoiding the geometric abstraction of the machine aesthetic advocated by contemporary European
modernists. One of the most important documents in the development of modern architecture and the career
of Frank Lloyd Wright, Modern Architectureis a provocative and profound polemic against America’s
architectural eclecticism, commercial skyscrapers, and misguided urban planning. The book is also awork of
savvy salf-promotion, in which Wright not only advanced his own concept of an organic architecture but also
framed it as having anticipated by decades--and bettered--what he saw as the reductive modernism of his
European counterparts. Based on the 1931 original, for which Wright supplied the cover illustration, this
beautiful edition includes a new introduction that puts Modern Architecture in its broader architectural,
historical, and intellectual context for the first time.

The subjects of these lively lectures--from "Machinery, Materials and Men" to "The Tyranny of the
Skyscraper" and "The City"--move from a general statement of the conditions of modern culture to particular
applicationsin the fields of architecture and urbanism at ever broadening scales. Wright's vision in Modern
Architecture is ultimately to equate the truly modern with romanticism, imagination, beauty, and nature--all
of which he connects with an underlying sense of American democratic freedom and individualism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The endpapers of Modern Architecture--which Princeton University Press has reissued in afacsimile of its
original 1931 edition--are embellished with Wright aphorisms that recall the improving mottoes typically
displayed in Arts and Craftsinteriors. . . . The Princeton reprint has an authoritative introduction by the
architectural historian Neil Levine."--Martin Filler, New York Review of Books

" Perhaps some people think you can have too many books on Frank Lloyd Wright, but | believe there's
always room for more. Thisyear, it's a scholarly duo from Princeton University Press. The Essential Frank
Lloyd Wright: Critical Writings on Architecture, edited by Wright scholar Bruce Brooks Pfeiffer (453 pages,
$49.95) and the essential Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930, with anew introduction
by Neil Levine (115 pages, $29.95)."--Mary Chandler, Rocky Mountain News

Praise for the original edition: "Exuberant, confessedly romantic, insistently individualistic, at times even
florid and rhetorical, [Modern Architecture] is still (and | say it, who fought my rising enthusiasm at every
turn of apage) the very best book on modern architecture that exists."--Catherine Bauer, New Republic

About the Author
Neil Levine, the Emmet Blakeney Gleason Professor of History of Art and Architecture at Harvard
University, isthe author of "The Architecture of Frank LIoyd Wright" (Princeton).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Julia Hayes:

Here thing why this particular Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it realy dependsin the content of it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book
that similar with Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Modern
Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 in e-book can be your choice.

Edith Ward:

Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving hisher effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Modern Architecture: Being
the Kahn Lectures for 1930 nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based



confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial imagining.

David M cCabe:

This Madern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 is great reserve for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 in your hand like having the
world inyour arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with
ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you till doubt this?

Timothy Rhine:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Modern Architecture: Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930 was filled concerning
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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