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Poverty is generally defined as a lack of material resources. However, the
relationships that poor people have with their possessions are not just about
deprivation. Material things play a positive role in the lives of poor people: they
help people to build social relationships, address inequalities, and fulfill
emotional needs. In Materializing Poverty, anthropologist Erin Taylor explores
how residents of a squatter settlement in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic,
use their material resources creatively to solve everyday problems and, over a
few decades, radically transform the community. Their struggles show how these
everyday engagements with materiality, rather than more dramatic efforts,
generate social change and build futures.
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Poverty is generally defined as a lack of material resources. However, the relationships that poor people have
with their possessions are not just about deprivation. Material things play a positive role in the lives of poor
people: they help people to build social relationships, address inequalities, and fulfill emotional needs. In
Materializing Poverty, anthropologist Erin Taylor explores how residents of a squatter settlement in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, use their material resources creatively to solve everyday problems and, over
a few decades, radically transform the community. Their struggles show how these everyday engagements
with materiality, rather than more dramatic efforts, generate social change and build futures.
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Editorial Review

Review
What is poverty? In answer, we need more than statistics, we need to understand what is experienced as
poverty. Through scholarly and incredibly rich ethnography Taylor shows the consequence of appreciating
that it is the poor rather than the rich whose experience is dominated by materiality. Materializing Poverty is
an account that respects both the creativity and the constraints that may accompany poverty. People from all
disciplines would be better educated in this essential issue by reading this empathetic engagement which
goes beyond the meaning of poverty to how the poor create meaning. (Daniel Miller, University College
London)

From its brilliant introduction to its final word, Materializing Poverty evokes the struggle and also the
triumph of La Ciénaga where the intimate materialities of life are used to interpret the experience of being
poor. Its account of the polyvalent way in which material forms are deployed in an urban barrio provides a
new and provocative understanding of inequality in both a national and an international perspective. I feel
confident that in the years to come this landmark ethnography will become a standard reference on poverty
both within and beyond the Caribbean. (Diane Austin-Broos, Professor Emerita of Anthropology, University
of Sydney)

About the Author
Erin B. Taylor is an Australian anthropologist who received her PhD from The University of Sydney in
2009. She lectured there for three years before taking up a research fellowship at The University of Lisbon.
During this time, she helped found the popular anthropology website PopAnth: Hot Buttered Humanity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Ives:

The book Materializing Poverty: How the Poor Transform Their Lives (Anthropology of Daily Life) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a good thing like a book Materializing Poverty: How the Poor Transform Their Lives
(Anthropology of Daily Life)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Materializing
Poverty: How the Poor Transform Their Lives (Anthropology of Daily Life) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Chris Henderson:

The experience that you get from Materializing Poverty: How the Poor Transform Their Lives
(Anthropology of Daily Life) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you
get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Materializing Poverty: How



the Poor Transform Their Lives (Anthropology of Daily Life) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this specific Materializing Poverty: How the Poor Transform
Their Lives (Anthropology of Daily Life) instantly.

Cedric Barnett:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Materializing Poverty: How the Poor
Transform Their Lives (Anthropology of Daily Life) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Claire Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
Materializing Poverty: How the Poor Transform Their Lives (Anthropology of Daily Life).
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