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Thisbook is a study of the literary strategies which the first professional
philosophers used to market their respective disciplines. Philosophers of fourth-
century BCE Athens devel oped the emerging genre of the "protreptic” (literally,
"turning" or "converting"). Simply put, protreptic discourse uses a rhetoric of
conversion that urges a young person to adopt a specific philosophy in order to
live agood life. The author argues that the fourth-century philosophers used
protreptic discourses to market philosophical practices and to define and
legitimize anew cultural institution: the school of higher learning (the first in
Western history). Specifically, the book investigates how competing educatorsin
the fourth century produced protreptic discourses by borrowing and transforming
traditional and contemporary "voices' in the cultural marketplace. They aimed to
introduce and promote their new schools and define the new professionalized
discipline of "philosophy." While scholars have typically examined the
discourses and practices of Plato, |socrates, and Aristotle in isolation from one
another, this study rather combines philosophy, narratology, genre theory, and
new historicism to focus on the discursive interaction between the three
philosophers: each incorporates the discourse of his competitorsinto his
protreptics. Appropriating and transforming the discourses of their competition,
these intellectuals created literary texts that introduced their respective
disciplinesto potential students.
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Thisbook is astudy of the literary strategies which the first professional philosophers used to market their
respective disciplines. Philosophers of fourth-century BCE Athens developed the emerging genre of the
"protreptic” (literally, "turning" or "converting"). Simply put, protreptic discourse uses a rhetoric of
conversion that urges a young person to adopt a specific philosophy in order to live agood life. The author
argues that the fourth-century philosophers used protreptic discourses to market philosophical practices and
to define and legitimize anew cultural institution: the school of higher learning (the first in Western history).
Specifically, the book investigates how competing educators in the fourth century produced protreptic
discourses by borrowing and transforming traditional and contemporary "voices' in the cultural marketplace.
They aimed to introduce and promote their new schools and define the new professionalized discipline of
"philosophy." While scholars have typically examined the discourses and practices of Plato, Isocrates, and
Aristotle in isolation from one ancther, this study rather combines philosophy, narratology, genre theory, and
new historicism to focus on the discursive interaction between the three philosophers. each incorporates the
discourse of his competitorsinto his protreptics. Appropriating and transforming the discourses of their
competition, these intellectual s created literary texts that introduced their respective disciplinesto potential
students.
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Editorial Review
Review

"...[An] inspring book.... Collins book is an altogether welcome contribution to our understanding of the
cultural context in which Plato's philosophy originated.” --Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"...this book makes a convincing case for the dazzling subtlety of so-called 'philosophical’ school-masters
student-luring literary self-representations. Scholars concerned with the "protreptic' genre should study it
carefully, aswell as those working on the Euthydemus, Isocrates speeches about 'philosophy,’ and mid-
fourth-century Athenian intellectual history." --Classical Journal

About the Author

James Collinsis Assistant Professor of Classics at the University of Southern California. His dissertation
was entitled "Philosophical Advertisements: Protreptic Marketing in Fourth-century Greek Culture.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Violet Shook:

The publication untitled Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotleisthe
reserve that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did alot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato,

I socrates, and Aristotle from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Samantha Bond:

Beside this Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle in your phone, it
may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
will got hereisfresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, such astreasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!



Ella Woods:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books.
One of the books in thetop listing in your reading list is Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of

Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Kyle Reese:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Exhortations to Philosophy:
The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle.
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