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 Method and Theory in Archaeology
   
Archaeology: A Brief Introduction is an introduction to the fundamental
principles of method and theory in archaeology, exposing students to
archaeology as a career.  The text begins by covering the goals of
archaeology, and then moves on to consider the basic concepts of culture,
time, and space, by discussing the finding and excavation of archaeological
sites.
 
By providing a distinct emphasis on the ethics behind archaeology, and how we
should act as stewards of the finite records of the human past, Archaeology: A
Brief Introduction continues to be a book with a truly international perspective,
not simply focusing on North America or Europe.
 
Teaching and Learning Experience
 
Personalize Learning - MySearchLab delivers proven results in helping students
succeed, provides engaging experiences that personalize learning, and comes
from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a deep commitment to
helping students and instructors achieve their goals.
 
Improve Critical Thinking - Archaeology: A Brief Introduction’s "Archaeology
and You" chapter provides students with career advice in an era when
archaeology is transitioning from predominantly academic to professional.
 
Engage Students - Each chapter within Archaeology: A Brief Introduction
highlights important finds that have shaped our archaeological perspective, and a
global perspective that shows students that archaeology is the most global of all
sciences, encompassing all of humanity.
 
Support Instructors - Teaching your course just got easier!  You can create a
Customized Text or use our Instructor’s Manual, Electronic “MyTest” Test Bank

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0205240992
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0205240992
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0205240992


or PowerPoint Presentation Slides. Plus, Archaeology: A Brief Introduction is
ideal for the introductory archaeology classroom, as it is designed for complete
beginners, keeping technical jargon to a minimum without sacrificing
scholarship.

Note: MySearchLab does not come automatically packaged with this text. To
purchase MySearchLab, please visit www.MySearchLab.com or you can
purchase a valuepack of the text + MySearchLab (VP ISBN-10: 0205245188, VP
ISBN-13: 9780205245185)
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Editorial Review

About the Author

In This Section:
 
I. Author Bio
II. Author Letter
 
 
I. Author Bio
 
Brian Fagan is a leading archaeological writer and internationally recognized authority on world prehistory.
He studied archaeology and anthropology at Pembroke College and Cambridge University. He then spent
seven years in sub-Saharan Africa working in museums, monument conservation, and excavating early
farming sites in Zambia and East Africa. He was a pioneer of multidisciplinary African history in the 1960s.
From 1967 to 2003, he was professor of anthropology at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where
he specialized in lecturing and writing about archaeology to wide audiences. He is now Emeritus Professor
of Anthropology.
 
Brian Fagan has written six best-selling textbooks (all published by Prentice Hall): Ancient Lives: An
Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory; In the Beginning, Archaeology: A Brief Introduction; World
Prehistory; Ancient Civilizations (with Chris Scarre); and this volume–which are used around the world. His
general books include The Rape of the Nile, a classic history of Egyptology; The Adventure of Archaeology
Time Detectives; Ancient North America; The Little Ice Age; Before California: An Archaeologist Looks at
Our Earliest Inhabitants; and The Long Summer. He was also General Editor of the Oxford Companion to
Archaeology. In addition, he has published several scholarly monographs on African archaeology and
numerous specialized articles in national and international journals. An expert on multimedia teaching, he
has received the Society for American Archaeology's first Public Education Award for his indefatigable
efforts on behalf of archaeology and education.
 
Brian Fagan's other interests include bicycling, sailing, kayaking, and good food. He is married and lives in
Santa Barbara with his wife and daughter, four cats (who supervise his writing), and last but not least, a
minimum of four rabbits.
 
 
II. Author Letter
 
Dear Colleague:
 
I became an archaeologist by accident, in large part because of the stories told by my very first university
instructor, Miles Burkitt. Miles was an institution at Cambridge University where I studied archaeology. His
lectures were long on artifacts and short on sophistication. But he was a consummate storyteller—about
fellow archaeologists and copying Stone Age cave art with the legendary French prehistorian Abbé Breul
before World War I, among other things. He taught me that storytelling is central to good teaching.
 



I started teaching introductory archaeology at the University of California - Santa Barbara in 1967, to an
audience of 300 students. Finding no suitable textbooks, I ended up writing Archaeology: A Brief
Introduction; a short account of the fundamental principles of method and theory in archaeology, which
exposes students to archaeology as a career. To my delight, it has been widely used in many colleges and
universities as a first introduction to a complex subject that has an important role to play in today’s world.
I’m proud that highly respected archaeologists first encountered archaeology through its pages!
 
Archaeology is a straightforward journey through the world of archaeology, which covers the basics--I mean
the basics. Its chapters answer fundamental questions. How do we find sites, excavate them, and analyze
their finds? How do we date the past? How do we study ancient landscapes and settlement patterns? What
about gender in prehistory and the study of ethnicity? Are there career prospects in archaeology? It provides
beginners with a short overview of archaeology, either a one-shot introduction to the subject as part of
general education, or a basis for taking additional courses later on.
 
This new eleventh edition draws on the success of earlier editions, and encouragement from users and
reviewers, as well as students. The basic approach is unchanged: produce a simple narrative of method and
theory in archaeology, and of its importance in the contemporary world for beginners. I’ve updated examples
throughout, added a chapter on Managing the Past that covers cultural resource management and public
archaeology, and brought in some exciting new discoveries, such as the Göbekli carvings in Turkey and the
Lords of Sicán from coastal Peru. The illustrations have been completely refreshed and revised for this
edition. Otherwise, this updated and improved edition continues a successful formula that has introduced
tens of thousands of students to the fascinating world of archaeology. Long may it continue to do so!
 
Please do let me know what you think of the new eleventh edition of Archaeology. If you have any
comments, suggestions, or questions about the book, please do not hesitate to send me an e-mail:
brian@brianfagan.com .
 
I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Best regards,
 
Brian Fagan
 
Professor Emeritus
University of California—Santa Barbara

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

With other case, little persons like to read book Archaeology: A Brief Introduction, Books a la Carte Edition
(11th Edition). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Archaeology: A Brief Introduction, Books a la Carte Edition (11th Edition). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.



Tara Thornton:

The book Archaeology: A Brief Introduction, Books a la Carte Edition (11th Edition) make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through
a book Archaeology: A Brief Introduction, Books a la Carte Edition (11th Edition) being your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like start and read a publication Archaeology: A Brief Introduction, Books a la
Carte Edition (11th Edition). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ana Worcester:

This Archaeology: A Brief Introduction, Books a la Carte Edition (11th Edition) is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Archaeology: A
Brief Introduction, Books a la Carte Edition (11th Edition) can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that
is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
type for your better life along with knowledge.

Everett Barton:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Archaeology: A Brief Introduction, Books a la Carte Edition (11th
Edition) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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