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The first English-language history of Korea to appear in more than a decade, this
translation offers Western readers a distillation of the latest and best scholarship
on Korean history and culture from the earliest times to the student revolution of
1960. The most widely read and respected general history, A New History of
Korea (Han'guksa sillon) was first published in 1961 and has undergone two
major revisions and updatings.

Translated twice into Japanese and currently being translated into Chinese as
well, Professor Lee's work presents a new periodization of his country's history,
based on a fresh analysis of the changing composition of the leadership elite. The
book is noteworthy, too, for its full and integrated discussion of major currents in
Korea's cultural history. The translation, three years in preparation, has been
done by specialists in the field.
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Editorial Review

Review
Wagner must be lauded for bringing to the English reading community this comprehensive, precisely
translated, well-crafted, and meticulously indexed work on Korean history, a translation that will
undoubtedly remain for years as the standard overview of Korean history for both Korea specialists and
nonspecialists...This project represents a marriage of revision and skillful translation with the ultimate result
being the balanced and well-organized volume under review. (Michael Robinson Journal of Asian Studies)

Professor Lee's work is exceptionally detailed and covers not only the political, social and economic history
of Korea, but integrates developments in the arts, science and technology through the ages. Its wealth of
material and comprehensive coverage make it an excellent textbook for the study of Korea. (History)

To praise the translation is to praise the original. The modern writing of Korean history by Koreans has been
beset by difficulties: the restrictions imposed by their traditions, the near-impossibility of writing the history
of one's own nation under severe colonial rule, and the passions raised by the still-continuing political
division of a homogeneous nation. To have written under these circumstances a history of Korea which can
be presented, without significant emendation or apology, to Western readers is no small achievement. (W. E.
Skillend Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London)

This is a famous book, and its translation into English has long been awaited...The present elegantly written
translation provides the reader, whether expert or amateur, with a good and entertaining introduction to the
richness of Korea's historical experience. (J. E. Hoare Journal of the Royal Society for Asian Affairs)

Painstaking translation and attentive editing and indexing combine with a consistent and logical system of
dividing topics to provide easy access to both the events of Korean history and Professor Lee's thoughtful
interpretation. (Asiaweek Literary Review)

Review
To praise the translation is to praise the original. The modern writing of Korean history by Koreans has been
beset by difficulties: the restrictions imposed by their traditions, the near-impossibility of writing the history
of one's own nation under severe colonial rule, and the passions raised by the still-continuing political
division of a homogeneous nation. To have written under these circumstances a history of Korea which can
be presented, without significant emendation or apology, to Western readers is no small achievement. (W. E.
Skillend Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London)

Language Notes
Text: English, Korean (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book A New History of Korea ended up being making you to



know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The book A New History of Korea is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship while using book A New History of Korea. You never feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Irene Holmes:

The publication with title A New History of Korea has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Thomas Palmer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The A New History of Korea offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Melinda Anderson:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually A New History of Korea. This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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