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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Translator Zenith's new selection of Portugal's major 20th century poet is more inclusive than any to date and
includes works from all of Pessoa's alter-egos (each has his own biography, poetics and politics). Alberto
Caeiro, the self-educated nature poet and shepherd, is a realist who is nonetheless given to flights of fantasy
and idealism: "To think a flower is to see and smell it, / And to eat a fruit is to know its meaning." Ricardo
Reis, a physician and literary descendant of Horace, wants a world that matches his classic ideals, and Zenith
includes many odes to this effect. Alvaro de Campos is Pessoa's poet of great feeling and Whitmanesque
abundance: "If only I could be all people and all places." The persona of Fernando Pessoa describes the
effects of all this shape-shifting: "To be myself is not to be. / I'll live as a fugitive / But live really and truly."
The absence of the original poems to compare to Zenith's translations is a loss; nevertheless, this a well-
organized, generous and lucidly translated selection of Portugal's greatest modern poet.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Eight years ago, Fernando Pessoa & Co., a 300-page volume of Richard Zenith's
translations of Portugal's great modernist poet, was one of the events of the year in poetry. Fortunately,
Pessoa (1888-1935) was so prolific that only four short poems reappear in Zenith's new 100-pages-longer
selection. To further prove himself no slouch, Zenith has written a new introductory essay for this book,
explaining again Pessoa's partition of his poetry-writing consciousness into four distinct personae: Alberto
Caeiro, a pastoral poet who died young; Caeiro's disparate disciples, stoic, classical Ricardo Reis and
ebullient bisexual engineer and Whitman apostle, Alvaro de Campos; and the nostalgic "Fernando Pessoa--
himself," as Zenith denominates the persona that bears Pessoa's name. There were additional "heteronyms,"
as Pessoa called his noms de plume, including some that wrote poems in English (which Pessoa learned as a
boy in South Africa) and the bookkeeper who penned the prose work, The Book of Disquiet; Pessoa created
biographies for them all. All four of Pessoa's principal Portuguese poet-personalities are obsessed with time,
which apparently flows but is physically apprehensible only as an elusive point. Each wrote quite differently
from the others, and as Zenith renders them, all wrote brilliantly. Particularly entertaining in this book are de
Campos' lengthy odes, which are both moving tributes to and hilarious parodies of Whitman. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
There is nobody like Pessoa. (W. S. Merwin, "The New York Review of Books")

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Little Larger Than the Entire Universe:
Selected Poems is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


what you want and want in this era.

Anthony Edwards:

This A Little Larger Than the Entire Universe: Selected Poems are generally reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Little Larger Than the Entire Universe: Selected Poems
can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A
Little Larger Than the Entire Universe: Selected Poems giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Jill Weber:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving A Little Larger Than the
Entire Universe: Selected Poems that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick A Little Larger Than the Entire Universe: Selected
Poems become your own starter.

Jesse Eriksen:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This A Little Larger Than the Entire
Universe: Selected Poems is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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