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"I don't blame my executioners. I will pray God bless them."

So said General Tomoyuki Yamashita, Japan's most accomplished military
commander, as he stood on the scaffold in Manila in 1946. His stoic dignity
typified the man his U.S. Army defense lawyers had come to deeply respect in
the first war crimes trial of World War II. Moments later, he was dead. But had
justice been served? Allan A. Ryan reopens the case against Yamashita to
illuminate crucial questions and controversies that have surrounded his trial and
conviction, but also to deepen our understanding of broader contemporary
issues—especially the limits of command accountability.

The atrocities of 1944 and 1945 in the Philippines—rape, murder, torture,
beheadings, and starvation, the victims often women and children—were horrific.
They were committed by Japanese troops as General Douglas MacArthur's army
tried to recapture the islands. Yamashita commanded Japan's dispersed and
besieged Philippine forces in that final year of the war. But the prosecution
conceded that he had neither ordered nor committed these crimes. MacArthur
charged him, instead, with the crime—if it was one—of having "failed to
control" his troops, and convened a military commission of five American
generals, none of them trained in the law. It was the first prosecution in history of
a military commander on such a charge.

In a turbulent and disturbing trial marked by disregard of the Army's own rules,
the generals delivered the verdict they knew MacArthur wanted. Yamashita's
lawyers appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, whose controversial decision
upheld the conviction over the passionate dissents of two justices who invoked,
for the first time in U.S. legal history, the concept of international human rights.

Drawing from the tribunal's transcripts, Ryan vividly chronicles this tragic tale
and its personalities. His trenchant analysis of the case's lingering
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question—should a commander be held accountable for the crimes of his troops,
even if he has no knowledge of them—has profound implications for all military
commanders.
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"I don't blame my executioners. I will pray God bless them."

So said General Tomoyuki Yamashita, Japan's most accomplished military commander, as he stood on the
scaffold in Manila in 1946. His stoic dignity typified the man his U.S. Army defense lawyers had come to
deeply respect in the first war crimes trial of World War II. Moments later, he was dead. But had justice been
served? Allan A. Ryan reopens the case against Yamashita to illuminate crucial questions and controversies
that have surrounded his trial and conviction, but also to deepen our understanding of broader contemporary
issues—especially the limits of command accountability.

The atrocities of 1944 and 1945 in the Philippines—rape, murder, torture, beheadings, and starvation, the
victims often women and children—were horrific. They were committed by Japanese troops as General
Douglas MacArthur's army tried to recapture the islands. Yamashita commanded Japan's dispersed and
besieged Philippine forces in that final year of the war. But the prosecution conceded that he had neither
ordered nor committed these crimes. MacArthur charged him, instead, with the crime—if it was one—of
having "failed to control" his troops, and convened a military commission of five American generals, none of
them trained in the law. It was the first prosecution in history of a military commander on such a charge.

In a turbulent and disturbing trial marked by disregard of the Army's own rules, the generals delivered the
verdict they knew MacArthur wanted. Yamashita's lawyers appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, whose
controversial decision upheld the conviction over the passionate dissents of two justices who invoked, for the
first time in U.S. legal history, the concept of international human rights.

Drawing from the tribunal's transcripts, Ryan vividly chronicles this tragic tale and its personalities. His
trenchant analysis of the case's lingering question—should a commander be held accountable for the crimes
of his troops, even if he has no knowledge of them—has profound implications for all military commanders.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The most penetrating and disturbing analysis yet written of the most important war crimes trial to emerge
from the U.S. war with Japan. It’s impossible to read this historical account without reflecting on how the
United States has pursued the current war on terror.”—Michael Schaller, author of Douglas MacArthur: Far
Eastern General

“A very clear analysis that thoroughly explores the trial’s historical and legal aspects.”—Ronald Spector,
author of In the Ruins of Empire: The Japanese Surrender and the Battle for Postwar Asia

“A winner! A superb work that’s highly readable and very timely.” --Thomas W. Zeiler, author of
Unconditional Defeat: Japan, America, and the End of World War II

About the Author
Allan A. Ryan clerked for Supreme Court Justice Byron R. White, was a U.S. Marine Corps judge advocate,
and was Assistant to the Solicitor General of the United States. As director of the Justice Department’s
Office of Special Investigations, he was the chief prosecutor of Nazi war criminals who had escaped to
America. He teaches the law of war at Boston College Law School and Harvard University and is author of
Quiet Neighbors: Prosecuting Nazi War Criminals in America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Hall:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's
Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern War Studies) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Hilary Williams:

Here thing why that Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability
(Modern War Studies) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Yamashita's



Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern War Studies) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern
War Studies). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command
Accountability (Modern War Studies) in e-book can be your choice.

Lorenzo Davis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Yamashita's Ghost:
War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern War Studies).

Edward Suniga:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a e-book. The book Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and
Command Accountability (Modern War Studies) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.
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