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Throughout the contest for the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination,
politicians and voters alike worried that the outcome might depend on the
preferences of unelected superdel egates. This concern threw into relief the
prevailing notion that—such unusually competitive cases
notwithstanding—ypeople, rather than parties, should and do control presidential
nominations. But for the past several decades, The Party Decides shows,
unelected insiders in both major parties have effectively selected candidates long
before citizens reached the ballot box.

Tracing the evolution of presidential hominations since the 1790s, this volume
demonstrates how party insiders have sought since America s founding to control
nominations as a means of getting what they want from government. Contrary to
the common view that the party reforms of the 1970s gave voters more power,
the authors contend that the most consequential contests remain the candidates
fights for prominent endorsements and the support of various interest groups and
state party leaders. These invisible primaries produce frontrunners long before
most voters start paying attention, profoundly influencing final election outcomes
and investing parties with far more nominating power than is generally
recognized.
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Throughout the contest for the 2008 Demaocratic presidential nomination, politicians and voters alike worried
that the outcome might depend on the preferences of unelected superdelegates. This concern threw into relief
the prevailing notion that—such unusually competitive cases notwithstanding—people, rather than parties,
should and do control presidential nominations. But for the past several decades, The Party Decides shows,
unelected insiders in both major parties have effectively selected candidates long before citizens reached the
ballot box.

Tracing the evolution of presidential nominations since the 1790s, this volume demonstrates how party
insiders have sought since America s founding to control nominations as a means of getting what they want
from government. Contrary to the common view that the party reforms of the 1970s gave voters more power,
the authors contend that the most consequential contests remain the candidates’ fights for prominent
endorsements and the support of various interest groups and state party leaders. These invisible primaries
produce frontrunners long before most voters start paying attention, profoundly influencing final election
outcomes and investing parties with far more nominating power than is generally recognized.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Party Decidesis an important book that will set a new standard for understanding the primary election
process. The authors use history, anecdotes, and newspaper stories to great advantage, enriching the
impressive collection of datathey have compiled to support their argument that the nomination processis
dominated by amix of players, but is mainly based on partisans and policy demanders." - David Brady,
Stanford University"

About the Author

Marty Cohen is assistant professor of political science at James Madison University. David Karol is

assistant professor of political science at the University of California, Berkeley. Hans Noel is assistant
professor of government at Georgetown University. John Zaller is professor of political science at the
University of California, Los Angeles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lacie Young:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Party Decides. Presidential Nominations Before and After
Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics).

Patrick Vanmeter:

The reserve with title The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago
Studiesin American Politics) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get alot of benefit after
read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joyce Cannon:

The book untitled The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies
in American Palitics) contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy



technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Brent Whitty:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It iscalled
of book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studiesin
American Politics). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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