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Neil Duxbury examines how precedents constrain legal decision-makers and how
legal decision-makers relax and avoid those constraints. There is no single
principle or theory which explains the authority of precedent but rather a number
of arguments which raise rebuttable presumptions in favour of precedent-
following. This book examines the force and the limitations of these arguments
and shows that although the principal requirement of the doctrine of precedent is
that courts respect earlier judicial decisions on materially identical facts, the
doctrine also requires courts to depart from such decisions when following them
would perpetuate legal error or injustice. Not only do judicial precedents not
'bind' judges in the classical-positivist sense, but, were they to do so, they would
be ill suited to common-law decision-making. Combining historical inquiry and
philosophical analysis, this book will assist anyone seeking to understand how
precedent operates as a common-law doctrine.
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following. This book examines the force and the limitations of these arguments and shows that although the
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Editorial Review

Review
"...For the American reader concerned with precedent in constitutional law, there is much food for thought..."
--Matthew J. Franck, Radford University; Visiting Fellow, Princeton University, The Law and Politics
Book Review

About the Author
Neil Duxbury is Professor of Law at the London School of Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allen Grimm:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Nature and Authority of Precedent. Try to the actual book The Nature
and Authority of Precedent as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Victoria Austin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled The Nature and Authority of Precedent can be excellent book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.

Viola Ball:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Nature and Authority of Precedent this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.



Preston Garza:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Nature and Authority of Precedent was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Nature and Authority of
Precedent has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading that.
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