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The Elite Bicycle brings together intimate portraits of the world's greatest bicycle
artisans, examining the philosophies, the meticulous workmanship, and the
eccentric personalities behind cycling's most prestigious brands. Their materials
and methods could not be more disparate, yet their pursuit is the same: the
perfect bicycle.

In chapters featuring some of cycling's greatest craftspeople, The Elite Bicycle
offers up a conversation with the men and women who make the most coveted
bicycles. Lavish, oversize photographs and personal interviews invite readers
into their workshops to show the melding of old-world craftsmanship with space-
age materials in fascinating studios and factories that fabricate superb machines.

The Elite Bicycle is both an homage to the bicycle maker and a collector's piece
in its own right, celebrating the stories behind the greatest bicycles and
components in the world.
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The Elite Bicycle brings together intimate portraits of the world's greatest bicycle artisans, examining the
philosophies, the meticulous workmanship, and the eccentric personalities behind cycling's most prestigious
brands. Their materials and methods could not be more disparate, yet their pursuit is the same: the perfect
bicycle.

In chapters featuring some of cycling's greatest craftspeople, The Elite Bicycle offers up a conversation with
the men and women who make the most coveted bicycles. Lavish, oversize photographs and personal
interviews invite readers into their workshops to show the melding of old-world craftsmanship with space-
age materials in fascinating studios and factories that fabricate superb machines.

The Elite Bicycle is both an homage to the bicycle maker and a collector's piece in its own right, celebrating
the stories behind the greatest bicycles and components in the world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Elite Bicycle is one of the finer coffee table books we've seen in years. The book profiles some of the
world's greatest (and disappearing) bike artisans with shart portraits, incisive photojournalism, and keen
essays." • -- Outside magazine

"This beautiful book is all about the bike -- in exquisite, intimate, celebratory detail. This beautiful book is
all about the bike -- in exquisite, intimate, celebratory detail." • -- Experience Life magazine

"While the only way to truly experience the quality and craftsmanship of these components is to ride them,
the book gives an effective introduction to many of the brands we often hear about without ever fully
appreciating why. After spending a few hours with The Elite Bicycle, you'll no longer be a just a name-
dropper." • -- Bicycling magazine

"What makes The Elite Bicycle so fantastic is not so much what is said about the people and companies
themselves, but the insightful, lesser-known tidbits that provide a greater depth of understanding" ¦It's little
gems that are peppered throughout the already rich descriptions of people and place that make the profiles
spring to life." • -- RoadBikeReview.com

"An eccentric and entertaining book, beautifully produced with top-quality photos and amusing but
informative text and a foreword by cycling-mad British fashion designer Sir Paul Smith, The Elite Bicycle
deserves to find a place on many a cyclist's bookshelf this holiday season." • -- PezCyclingNews.com

"The Elite Bicycle delivers something quite different...it's the sense that you've spent an afternoon at the
builder or company's work space, that you've seen the work being done and then been left to wander on your
own. You could unleash a dozen cycling photographers on the same set of subjects and very few would come
up with anything so evocative." • -- Red Kite Prayer

From the Back Cover
On a modern bicycle, carbon fiber, titanium, and ceramics are combined with hand-worked steel, CNC
aluminum, and finely tooled leather. There's also a deep and rich tradition of engineering excellence allied to
artisan eccentricity in all parts of the bicycle industry. Some manufacturers are still using processes that have
changed little over 50 years, while others revel in the challenge of marrying the latest materials with
innovative design to create the ultimate riding experience.
"The Elite Bicycle" offers
- Unique behind-the-scenes access gives a revealing insight into the skills and techniques that go into making
superlative bicycles.
- Explores aspects of the manufacturing process from handcrafting and finishing to the most technical
industrial process.
- Includes photographs of the industrial process, portraits of the craftsmen and women and photographs of
the finished components and bicycles.

About the Author



Gerard Brown is a professional cycling photographer and an amateur racer. He contributes regularly to
cycling and automotive magazines, including Privateer, Rouleur, and Octane.

Graeme Fife has written for a wide range of publications including The Guardian, Daily Telegraph, The
Times, The Independent, Rouleur, Cycling Weekly, and Cycle Sport. His books on cycling include Tour de
France: Tour de Suffrance and Inside the Peloton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Elite Bicycle: Portraits of Great Marques, Makers,
and Designers why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

David Hernandez:

The book untitled The Elite Bicycle: Portraits of Great Marques, Makers, and Designers contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Charlotte Ramsey:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Elite Bicycle: Portraits of Great
Marques, Makers, and Designers is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Marcella Aragon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Elite Bicycle: Portraits of Great
Marques, Makers, and Designers or even others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as



students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Elite Bicycle: Portraits of Great Marques, Makers, and Designers to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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