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Architecture is on the brink. It is a discipline in crisis. Over the last two decades,
architectural debate has diversified to the point of fragmentation and exhaustion. 
What is called for is an overarching argument or set of criteria on which to
approach the design and construction of the built environment. Here, the
internationally renowned architect and educator Michael Hensel advocates an
entirely different way of thinking about architecture. By favouring a new focus
on performance, he rejects longstanding conventions in design and the built
environment. This not only bridges the gap between academia and practice, but,
even more significantly, the treatment of form and function in design. It also has
a far-reaching impact on knowledge production and development, placing an
important emphasis on design research in architecture and the value of an
interdisciplinary approach.

Though ‘performance’ first evolved as a concept in the humanities in the 1940s
and 1950s, it has never previously been systematically applied in architecture in
an inclusive manner. Here Michael Hensel offers Performance-Orientated
Architecture as an integrative approach to architectural design, the built
environment and questions of sustainability. He highlights how core concepts
and specific traits, such as climate, material performance and settlement patterns,
can put architecture in the service of the natural environment. A wide range of
examples are cited to support his argument, from traditional sustainable
buildings, such as the Kahju Bridge in Isfahan and the Topkapí Palace in Istanbul
to more contemporary works by Cloud 9, Foreign Office Architects, Steven Holl
and OCEAN.
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Architecture is on the brink. It is a discipline in crisis. Over the last two decades, architectural debate has
diversified to the point of fragmentation and exhaustion.  What is called for is an overarching argument or set
of criteria on which to approach the design and construction of the built environment. Here, the
internationally renowned architect and educator Michael Hensel advocates an entirely different way of
thinking about architecture. By favouring a new focus on performance, he rejects longstanding conventions
in design and the built environment. This not only bridges the gap between academia and practice, but, even
more significantly, the treatment of form and function in design. It also has a far-reaching impact on
knowledge production and development, placing an important emphasis on design research in architecture
and the value of an interdisciplinary approach.

Though ‘performance’ first evolved as a concept in the humanities in the 1940s and 1950s, it has never
previously been systematically applied in architecture in an inclusive manner. Here Michael Hensel offers
Performance-Orientated Architecture as an integrative approach to architectural design, the built
environment and questions of sustainability. He highlights how core concepts and specific traits, such as
climate, material performance and settlement patterns, can put architecture in the service of the natural
environment. A wide range of examples are cited to support his argument, from traditional sustainable
buildings, such as the Kahju Bridge in Isfahan and the Topkapí Palace in Istanbul to more contemporary
works by Cloud 9, Foreign Office Architects, Steven Holl and OCEAN.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Michael Hensel is an architect, researcher, educator and writer. He is Professor of Architecture at the Oslo
School of Architecture and Design where he directs the Research Center for Architecture and Tectonics. He
cofounded OCEAN in 1994, and is founding and current chairman of the OCEAN Design Research
Association and the Sustainable Environment Association, as well as an editorial board member of
Architectural Design (AD). He has co-guest-edited five titles of AD, including seminal issues on emergence
and the architecture of Turkey and Iran. He is currently writing The Handbook for Traditional Sustainable
Buildings for John Wiley & Sons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Performance-
Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Gary Rose:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Performance-
Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment suitable to you? The
book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Performance-Oriented
Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environmentis a single of several books that
will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world with this book.

Robert Thomas:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book



compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built
Environment can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time
problems.

Patrick Allen:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking
Architectural Design and the Built Environment can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this
one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment.

Download and Read Online Performance-Oriented Architecture:
Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment By
Michael Hensel #HPG8XMYVUI7



Read Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking
Architectural Design and the Built Environment By Michael Hensel
for online ebook

Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment By Michael
Hensel Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Performance-Oriented Architecture:
Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment By Michael Hensel books to read online.

Online Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the
Built Environment By Michael Hensel ebook PDF download

Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment By
Michael Hensel Doc

Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment By Michael Hensel
Mobipocket

Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment By Michael Hensel EPub

HPG8XMYVUI7: Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment By
Michael Hensel


