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How do you approach an essay or discussion question? How do you review what
claims others have made and offer counter-claims? And how do you weigh up
the strengths and weaknesses of your own argument before putting together a
persuasive conclusion?

This accessible book takes you step by step through the art of argument, from
thinking about what to write and how you might write it, to how you may
strengthen your claims, and how to come to a strong conclusion. Engagingly
written and featuring useful summaries at the end of each chapter, this new book
offers easily transferable practical advice on assessing the arguments of others
and putting forward effective arguments of your own. The book's strength lies in
its clear guidance and the use of real-life arguments - both contemporary and
historical - and real-life essay questions from a variety of disciplines across the
humanities and social sciences. These interesting, relevant, and often
entertaining, examples are used not to illustrate, but to make essential points
about what can be learnt, what techniques can be borrowed, and what pitfalls to
avoid in the area of analytical thinking and writing.

The Oxford Guide to Effective Argument and Critical Thinking is sure to improve
the written work of any student required to demonstrate the key skills of critical
writing and thinking. It is equally as valuable for professionals needing these
skills (e.g. journalists, lawyers, researchers, politicians) as well as for anyone
who has a case to put forward and would like to do so convincingly.
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How do you approach an essay or discussion question? How do you review what claims others have made
and offer counter-claims? And how do you weigh up the strengths and weaknesses of your own argument
before putting together a persuasive conclusion?

This accessible book takes you step by step through the art of argument, from thinking about what to write
and how you might write it, to how you may strengthen your claims, and how to come to a strong
conclusion. Engagingly written and featuring useful summaries at the end of each chapter, this new book
offers easily transferable practical advice on assessing the arguments of others and putting forward effective
arguments of your own. The book's strength lies in its clear guidance and the use of real-life arguments -
both contemporary and historical - and real-life essay questions from a variety of disciplines across the
humanities and social sciences. These interesting, relevant, and often entertaining, examples are used not to
illustrate, but to make essential points about what can be learnt, what techniques can be borrowed, and what
pitfalls to avoid in the area of analytical thinking and writing.

The Oxford Guide to Effective Argument and Critical Thinking is sure to improve the written work of any
student required to demonstrate the key skills of critical writing and thinking. It is equally as valuable for
professionals needing these skills (e.g. journalists, lawyers, researchers, politicians) as well as for anyone
who has a case to put forward and would like to do so convincingly.
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Editorial Review

Review
brilliantly informative [...] I know of no other book that so clearly sets out the best ways in which to structure
an argument, whether by way of a speech, an essay or even a book. Network Review From how to approach
an argument, to creating counter-claims and perfecting persuasive conclusions, author Colin Swatridge has
the answers. Lynn News

About the Author

Dr. Colin Swatridge is an A Level Chief Examiner in the UK, a visiting senior lecturer at four universities
in Eastern/Central Europe, and he was a tutor for the Open University for 15 years. He has taught critical
thinking for some years to Erasmus students from all over Europe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Glenn Pryor:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Oxford Guide to Effective Argument and Critical Thinking.

Michael Lucius:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Oxford Guide to Effective
Argument and Critical Thinking will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suited book with you?

Kathryn Hebert:

The reason why? Because this Oxford Guide to Effective Argument and Critical Thinking is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So ,



it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Eric Hodges:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Oxford Guide to Effective Argument and Critical
Thinking, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.
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