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This study examines how Japanese policy toward Middle East security issuesis
shaped by the need to both maintain Japan’ s security alliance with the US and its
oil relationship with states in the Middle East. Y ukiko Miyagi introduces the
historic roots of Japan’s policy, and then focuses on the mgjor contemporary
cases —the Irag war, the Iranian nuclear crisis, and the Arab-Isragli conflict, to
expose and explain how clashing interests and dilemmas were negotiated to
arrive at policy outcomes.

The author also sheds light on the utility of mainstream International Relations
theories for understanding Japan’ s behaviour. How do we understand the policy
of aself-declared ‘anti-militarist’ state forced to operatein arealist world and for
whom energy supplies are a matter of vital national security? This study shows
how neither realism nor itsrivals, such as constructivism, can wholly explain
Japan’ s behaviour and suggests atheoretical framework for doing so.

Filling amajor gap in our understanding of an increasingly important area of
study Japan’s Middle East Security Policy is an essential read for those interested
in Japan’s International Relations, Middle East politics, security studies and
foreign palicy.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Y ukiko Miyagi's volume fills amajor gap in the literature on Japan's relations with the Middle East. This
volume makes a magjor contribution in expanding our theoretical understanding of Japan's engagement of the
region, by providing an integrated framework of analysis combining international systemic factors, US-Japan
aliance considerations, and domestic norms and policy processes. It provides splendid and up-to-date
empirical detail on Japan's reaction to security issues in the Middle East involving energy, nuclear and other
security issues. Thisbook is an essential read for scholars and students interested in Japan's ties with the
Middle East and its emerging global security role.”

Dr Christopher W. Hughes, Reader (Associate Professor). University of Warwick, UK

"Thisisthefirst work seriously undertaken on Japan's policy toward the Middle East. Miyagi's book is the
best work ever in thisfield, showing how various patterns of Japan's policy are shaped in the condition when
it istorn between the Middle East and the US, with deep theoretical analysis and rich empirical data. Her
work contributes greatly to understand Japan-Middle East relations and opens a new frontier to study the
Japanese foreign policy."

Keiko SAKAI, Professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan

"This book is avaluable addition to the study of Japanese foreign policy making. It offers comprehensive
analyses of the shift in Japan's Middle East policy from the traditional pro-Arab attitude based on its energy-
vulnerability to the proactive support to the United States with historical, theoretical and policy-process
perspectives."

Tomohito Shinoda, Professor of International Relations International University of Japan

"Clearly and concisely written, this volume is an excellent example of a qualitative study integrating
elements of diverse theories within a specific context to arrive at aricher understanding of practical policy
making. Summing Up: Recommended. All readership levels." - CHOICE, Aug. 2009 Vol. 46 No. 11

"Japan’s Middle East Security Poalicy is recommended to scholars, students, and policy makers who want a
systematic analysis of Japan’s policy towards the region and to use it as a base to examine Japanese overall
foreign policy."

- Yuko Nakano, Pacific Affairs: Volume 83, No. 1 — March 2010

About the Author

Dr. Yukiko Miyagi is CASAW Fellow in Middle East Security in the School of Government and
International Affairs, University of Durham, U.K.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dennis Thorpe:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Japan's Middle
East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Japan's
Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series)is
the one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Rosa Rogers:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory
and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series), you could enjoy both. It isgood
combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mamie Cr ossett:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Japan's Middle East
Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) that give your
fun preference will be satisfied smply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for al of you who wantsto
end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick
Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge
Series) become your current starter.

Robert Polk:

This Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese
Studies/Routledge Series) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because
it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little digest in reading this Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre
for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by



anyone, yep | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially thisone. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better
life in addition to knowledge.
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