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Historians have long believed that Catholics were late and ambivalent supporters
of the German nation. Rebecca Ayako Bennette’s bold new interpretation
demonstrates definitively that from the beginning in 1871, when Wilhelm I was
proclaimed Kaiser of a unified Germany, Catholics were actively promoting a
German national identity for the new Reich.

In the years following unification, Germany was embroiled in a struggle to define
the new nation. Otto von Bismarck and his allies looked to establish Germany as
a modern nation through emphasis on Protestantism and military prowess. Many
Catholics feared for their future when he launched the Kulturkampf, a program to
break the political and social power of German Catholicism. But these anti-
Catholic policies did not destroy Catholic hopes for the new Germany. Rather,
they encouraged Catholics to develop an alternative to the Protestant and liberal
visions that dominated the political culture. Bennette’s reconstruction of Catholic
thought and politics sheds light on several aspects of German life. From her
discovery of Catholics who favored a more “feminine” alternative to
Bismarckian militarism to her claim that anti-socialism, not anti-Semitism,
energized Catholic politics, Bennette’s work forces us to rethink much of what
we know about religion and national identity in late nineteenth-century Germany.
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Historians have long believed that Catholics were late and ambivalent supporters of the German nation.
Rebecca Ayako Bennette’s bold new interpretation demonstrates definitively that from the beginning in
1871, when Wilhelm I was proclaimed Kaiser of a unified Germany, Catholics were actively promoting a
German national identity for the new Reich.

In the years following unification, Germany was embroiled in a struggle to define the new nation. Otto von
Bismarck and his allies looked to establish Germany as a modern nation through emphasis on Protestantism
and military prowess. Many Catholics feared for their future when he launched the Kulturkampf, a program
to break the political and social power of German Catholicism. But these anti-Catholic policies did not
destroy Catholic hopes for the new Germany. Rather, they encouraged Catholics to develop an alternative to
the Protestant and liberal visions that dominated the political culture. Bennette’s reconstruction of Catholic
thought and politics sheds light on several aspects of German life. From her discovery of Catholics who
favored a more “feminine” alternative to Bismarckian militarism to her claim that anti-socialism, not anti-
Semitism, energized Catholic politics, Bennette’s work forces us to rethink much of what we know about
religion and national identity in late nineteenth-century Germany.

Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) By Rebecca Ayako Bennette Bibliography

Sales Rank: #3093959 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Harvard University Press●

Published on: 2012-06-20●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.30" h x 1.30" w x 6.10" l, 1.50 pounds●

Binding: Hardcover●

380 pages●

 Download Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Str ...pdf

 Read Online Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic S ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674065638


Download and Read Free Online Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) By Rebecca Ayako Bennette

Editorial Review

Review
A first-rate work that significantly revises our understanding of a key issue in modern German history.
Bennette shows for the first time that the Kulturkampf dented German Catholic loyalties to the new nation-
state far less seriously than historians have hitherto assumed. Instead, it was precisely during the period of
repression that Catholics developed an alternative national culture, one which opposed not the nation-state
itself, but Protestant and liberal visions of it. This very fine book is a crucial contribution to the history of
German Catholicism before World War I. No other work brings us as deeply into the mindset of German
Catholics as they negotiated their way into the culture of German nationalism. (Helmut Walser Smith,
Vanderbilt University)

Bennette joins a growing number of recent historians who are shedding fresh light on the dynamics of
religious conflict under the Kaiserreich. Fighting for the Soul of Germany guides us reliably and insightfully
through Catholic understandings of German nationhood in the era of Bismarck. (Geoff Eley, University of
Michigan)

Bennette has written a lucid, scholarly analysis that furthers past research that has studied Catholics no
longer in the ghetto, and who can now be treated as modern historical subjects. (D. J. Dietrich Choice 2013-
01-01)

About the Author
Rebecca Ayako Bennette is Assistant Professor of History at Middlebury College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marlon Taylor:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Fighting for the Soul of
Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) book as starter
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bertha Boone:

This Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification
(Harvard Historical Studies) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous



knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Harold Bunch:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic
Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Fighting for the Soul
of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Juana Rummel:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is named of book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification
(Harvard Historical Studies). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book.
It can bring you from one place to other place.
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