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After a long period in eclipse, documentary has undergone a marked revival in
recent art. This has been spurred by two phenomena: the exhibition of
photographic and video work on political issues at Documenta and numerous
biennials; and increasing attention to issues of injustice, violence, and trauma in
the war zones of the endemically conflict-ridden twenty-first century. The
renewed attention to photography and video in the gallery and museum world has
helped make documentary one of the most prominent modes of art-making today.
Unsurprisingly, this development has been accompanied by a rich strain of
theoretical and historical writing on documentary. This anthology provides a
much-needed contextual grounding for documentary art. It explores the roots of
documentary in modernism and its critique under postmodernism; surveys
current theoretical thinking about documentary; and examines a wide range of
work by artists within, around, or against documentary through their own
writings and interviews.

Artists surveyed include: Kutlug Ataman, Ursula Biemann, Hasan Elahi, Harun
Farocki, Omer Fast, Joan Fontcuberta, Regina José Galindo, David Goldblatt,
Craigie Horsfield, Alfredo Jaar, Emily Jacir, Lisa F. Jackson, Philip Jones
Griffiths, An-My Le, Renzo Martens, Boris Mikhailov, Daido Moriyama, Walid
Raad, Michael Schmidt, Sean Snyder

Writers include: James Agee, Ariella Azoulay, Walter Benjamin, Adam
Broomberg, Judith Butler, Oliver Chanarin, Georges Didi-Huberman, John
Grierson, David Levi Strauss, Elizabeth McCausland, Carl Plantinga, Jacques
Rancière, Martha Rosler, Jean-Paul Sartre, Allan Sekula, W. Eugene Smith,
Susan Sontag, Hito Steyerl, Trinh T. Minh-ha
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After a long period in eclipse, documentary has undergone a marked revival in recent art. This has been
spurred by two phenomena: the exhibition of photographic and video work on political issues at Documenta
and numerous biennials; and increasing attention to issues of injustice, violence, and trauma in the war zones
of the endemically conflict-ridden twenty-first century. The renewed attention to photography and video in
the gallery and museum world has helped make documentary one of the most prominent modes of art-
making today. Unsurprisingly, this development has been accompanied by a rich strain of theoretical and
historical writing on documentary. This anthology provides a much-needed contextual grounding for
documentary art. It explores the roots of documentary in modernism and its critique under postmodernism;
surveys current theoretical thinking about documentary; and examines a wide range of work by artists
within, around, or against documentary through their own writings and interviews.

Artists surveyed include: Kutlug Ataman, Ursula Biemann, Hasan Elahi, Harun Farocki, Omer Fast, Joan
Fontcuberta, Regina José Galindo, David Goldblatt, Craigie Horsfield, Alfredo Jaar, Emily Jacir, Lisa F.
Jackson, Philip Jones Griffiths, An-My Le, Renzo Martens, Boris Mikhailov, Daido Moriyama, Walid Raad,
Michael Schmidt, Sean Snyder

Writers include: James Agee, Ariella Azoulay, Walter Benjamin, Adam Broomberg, Judith Butler, Oliver
Chanarin, Georges Didi-Huberman, John Grierson, David Levi Strauss, Elizabeth McCausland, Carl
Plantinga, Jacques Rancière, Martha Rosler, Jean-Paul Sartre, Allan Sekula, W. Eugene Smith, Susan
Sontag, Hito Steyerl, Trinh T. Minh-ha
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Editorial Review

Review

As an introduction to some of the most important thinking on documentary art... the book is a clear success,
both encouraging discourse and pointing the way to further reading.

(Publishers Weekly)

About the Author
Julian Stallabrass is Professor of Art History at the Courtauld Institute of Art, London. He is the author of Art
Incorporated: The Story of Contemporary Art, High Art Lite: The Rise and Fall of Young British Art, and
other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Rinehart:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of
Contemporary Art). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art). You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Edwin Dulac:

The book Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Documentary
(Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joyce Greenberg:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys



this kind of aren't like that. This Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer connected with Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) content conveys
prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of
Contemporary Art) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Stewart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Documentary (Whitechapel: Documents of
Contemporary Art) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.
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