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Springtime in Styria. And that means war.

There have been nineteen years of blood. The ruthless Grand Duke Orso is
locked in a vicious struggle with the squabbling League of Eight, and between
them they have bled the land white. While armies march, heads roll and cities
burn, and behind the scenes bankers, priests and older, darker powers play a
deadly game to choose who will be king.

War may be hell but for Monza Murcatto, the Snake of Talins, the most feared
and famous mercenary in Duke Orso's employ, it's a damn good way of making
money too. Her victories have made her popular - a shade too popular for her
employer's taste. Betrayed, thrown down a mountain and left for dead, Murcatto's
reward is a broken body and a burning hunger for vengeance. Whatever the cost,
seven men must die.

Her allies include Styria's least reliable drunkard, Styria's most treacherous
poisoner, a mass-murderer obsessed with numbers and a Northman who just
wants to do the right thing. Her enemies number the better half of the nation. And
that's all before the most dangerous man in the world is dispatched to hunt her
down and finish the job Duke Orso started...

Springtime in Styria. And that means revenge.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Abercrombie returns to the blood-drenched arena of the First Law trilogy (The Blade Itself,
etc.) with this skillfully crafted and bleakly humorous sword and sorcery adventure. Duke Orso imagines that
he can become king by ending the civil wars that have devastated Styria, but he errs by trying to kill his
overly popular general, mercenary Monza Murcatto. Recovering from her massive injuries and mourning her
murdered brother, Monza vows vengeance on Orso and half a dozen of his accomplices. Employing her own
motley crew of death dealers, Monza gets her revenge, but it's neither simple nor satisfying; each target
requires fresh strategy, and each death has unexpected effects. Abercrombie is both fiendishly inventive and
solidly convincing, especially when sprinkling his appallingly vivid combat scenes with humor so dark that
it's almost ultraviolet. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"The battles are vivid and visceral, the action brutal, the pace headlong, and Abercrombie piles the betrayals,
reversals, and plot twists one atop another to keep us guessing how it will all come out. This is his best book
yet." --- George R.R. Martin

"Joe Abercrombie takes the grand tradition of high fantasy literature and drags it down into the gutter, in the
best possible way. Monza is a beautiful mercenary who has sworn to kill the seven men who tried to kill her.
No elves, no wands - just lots of down-and-dirty swordplay." --- Time

"Abercrombie is both fiendishly inventive and solidly convincing, especially when sprinkling his appallingly
vivid combat scenes with humor so dark that it's almost ultraviolet." --- Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Joe Abercrombie is the New York Times bestselling author of Red Country and the First Law trilogy: The
Blade Itself, Before They Are Hanged, and Last Argument of Kings. He is a full time writer, and occasional
freelance film editor, who lives in Bath, England with his wife and three children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Best Served Cold is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.



Georgetta Watson:

This Best Served Cold are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Best Served Cold can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Best Served Cold forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Arthur Freeman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Best Served Cold that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the way for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Best Served Cold become your personal starter.

Richard Diller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Best Served Cold why because the great cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside
or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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