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The post--civil rights era perspective of many scientists and scholars was that
race was nothing more than a social construction. Recently, however, the
relevance of race as a social, legal, and medical category has been reinvigorated
by science, especially by discoveries in genetics. Although in 2000 the Human
Genome Project reported that humans shared 99.9 percent of their genetic code,
scientists soon began to argue that the degree of variation was actually greater
than this, and that this variation maps naturally onto conventional categories of
race. In the context of this rejuvenated biology of race, the contributors to What's
the Use of Race? investigate whether race can be a category of analysis without
reinforcing it as a basis for discrimination. Can policies that aim to alleviate
inequality inadvertently increase it by reifying race differences? The essays focus
on contemporary questions at the cutting edge of genetics and governance,
examining them from the perspectives of law, science, and medicine. The book
follows the use of race in three domains of governance: ruling, knowing, and
caring. Contributors first examine the use of race and genetics in the courtroom,
law enforcement, and scientific oversight; then explore the ways that race
becomes, implicitly or explicitly, part of the genomic science that attempts to
address human diversity; and finally investigate how race is used to understand
and act on inequities in health and disease. Answering these questions is essential
for setting policies for biology and citizenship in the twenty-first century.
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The post--civil rights era perspective of many scientists and scholars was that race was nothing more than a
social construction. Recently, however, the relevance of race as a social, legal, and medical category has
been reinvigorated by science, especially by discoveries in genetics. Although in 2000 the Human Genome
Project reported that humans shared 99.9 percent of their genetic code, scientists soon began to argue that the
degree of variation was actually greater than this, and that this variation maps naturally onto conventional
categories of race. In the context of this rejuvenated biology of race, the contributors to What's the Use of
Race? investigate whether race can be a category of analysis without reinforcing it as a basis for
discrimination. Can policies that aim to alleviate inequality inadvertently increase it by reifying race
differences? The essays focus on contemporary questions at the cutting edge of genetics and governance,
examining them from the perspectives of law, science, and medicine. The book follows the use of race in
three domains of governance: ruling, knowing, and caring. Contributors first examine the use of race and
genetics in the courtroom, law enforcement, and scientific oversight; then explore the ways that race
becomes, implicitly or explicitly, part of the genomic science that attempts to address human diversity; and
finally investigate how race is used to understand and act on inequities in health and disease. Answering
these questions is essential for setting policies for biology and citizenship in the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ian Whitmarsh is Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology, History, and Social Medicine at
the University of California, San Francisco. David S. Jones is Associate Professor of History and Culture of
Science and Technology at MIT.

David S. Jones is Associate Professor of History and Culture of Science and Technology at MIT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled What's the Use of Race?: Modern Governance and
the Biology of Difference (MIT Press). Try to stumble through book What's the Use of Race?: Modern
Governance and the Biology of Difference (MIT Press) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Eric Bass:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take What's the Use of Race?: Modern Governance and the Biology of Difference
(MIT Press) as your daily resource information.

Christi Shoup:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to



something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled What's the Use of Race?: Modern
Governance and the Biology of Difference (MIT Press) can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Charles Bryce:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book What's the Use of Race?: Modern Governance
and the Biology of Difference (MIT Press) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book What's the Use of Race?:
Modern Governance and the Biology of Difference (MIT Press) can to be your new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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