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The Spanish element in Texas water law is a matter of utmost importance to
many landholders whose livelihood is dependent on securing water for irrigation
and to many communities particularly concerned about water supply.

Titles to some 280,000 acres of Texas land originated in grants made by the
Crown of Spain or by the Republic of Mexico. For these lands, the prevailing
law, even today, is the Hispanic American civil law. Thus the question of
determining just what water rights were granted by the Spanish Crown in
disposing of landsin Texas is more than a matter of historical interest. Itisa
subject of great practical importance.

Spanish law enters directly into the question of these lands, but itsinfluenceis by
no means confined to them. Texas water law in general traces its roots primarily
to the Spanish law, not to the English common law doctrine of riparian rights or
to the Western doctrine of prior appropriation (both of which were, however,
eventually incorporated in Texas law). A clear understanding of this background
might have saved the state much of the current confusion and chaos regarding its
water law.

Dobkins' s book offers an intensive and unusually readable study of the subject.
The author has traced water law from its origin in the ancient world to the mid-
twentieth century, interpreting the effect of water on the counties concerned,
setting forth in detail the development of water law in Spain, and explaining its
subsequent adoption in Texas. Copious notes and a complete bibliography make
the work especially valuable.

The ideafor this book came in the midst of the great seven-year drought in
Texas, from 1950 to 1957. The author gave two reasons for her study: “One was
my belief that the water problems, crucial to all Texas, can be solved only when
Texans become conscious of their imperative needs and only if they become
informed and aroused enough to act.

“The second reason came from aredization that water—common, universal, and
ordinary asit is—had been overlooked by the historian. It is high time that this
oversight be corrected. In American history the significance of land, especially in
terms of the frontier, has been spelled out in large letters. The importance of
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water has been recognized by few.”
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The Spanish element in Texas water law isamatter of utmost importance to many landholders whose
livelihood is dependent on securing water for irrigation and to many communities particularly concerned
about water supply.

Titles to some 280,000 acres of Texas land originated in grants made by the Crown of Spain or by the
Republic of Mexico. For these lands, the prevailing law, even today, is the Hispanic American civil law.
Thus the question of determining just what water rights were granted by the Spanish Crown in disposing of
landsin Texasis more than a matter of historical interest. It is a subject of great practical importance.

Spanish law enters directly into the question of these lands, but its influence is by no means confined to
them. Texas water law in general traces its roots primarily to the Spanish law, not to the English common
law doctrine of riparian rights or to the Western doctrine of prior appropriation (both of which were,
however, eventually incorporated in Texas law). A clear understanding of this background might have saved
the state much of the current confusion and chaos regarding its water law.

Dobkins's book offers an intensive and unusually readable study of the subject. The author has traced water
law from its origin in the ancient world to the mid-twentieth century, interpreting the effect of water on the
counties concerned, setting forth in detail the development of water law in Spain, and explaining its
subsequent adoption in Texas. Copious notes and a compl ete bibliography make the work especially
valuable.

Theideafor this book came in the midst of the great seven-year drought in Texas, from 1950 to 1957. The
author gave two reasons for her study: “One was my belief that the water problems, crucial to all Texas, can
be solved only when Texans become conscious of their imperative needs and only if they become informed
and aroused enough to act.

“The second reason came from arealization that water—common, universal, and ordinary asit is—had been
overlooked by the historian. It is high time that this oversight be corrected. In American history the
significance of land, especially in terms of the frontier, has been spelled out in large letters. The importance
of water has been recognized by few.”
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Betty Eakle Dobkins, a native Texan, was Assistant Professor of History at Southwest Texas State College,
now Texas State University, in San Marcos, Texas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph McNeal:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Spanish Element in Texas
Water Law book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

William Kirby:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law can be
very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sandra Bland:

This The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly becauseit relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law can be
the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.



Todd Lyons:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law wasfilled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has severa feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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