
The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk:
Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand

By Justin Thomas McDaniel

The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in
Modern Thailand By Justin Thomas McDaniel

Stories centering on the lovelorn ghost (Mae Nak) and the magical monk
(Somdet To) are central to Thai Buddhism. Historically important and
emotionally resonant, these characters appeal to every class of follower.
Metaphorically and rhetorically powerful, they invite constant reimagining across
time.

Focusing on representations of the ghost and monk from the late eighteenth
century to the present, Justin Thomas McDaniel builds a case for interpreting
modern Thai Buddhist practice through the movements of these transformative
figures. He follows embodiments of the ghost and monk in a variety of genres
and media, including biography, film, television, drama, ritual, art, liturgy, and
the Internet. Sourcing nuns, monks, laypeople, and royalty, he shows how
relations with these figures have been instrumental in crafting histories and
modernities. McDaniel is especially interested in local conceptions of being
"Buddhist" and the formation and transmission of such identities across different
venues and technologies.

Establishing an individual's "religious repertoire" as a valid category of study,
McDaniel explores the performance of Buddhist thought and ritual through
practices of magic, prognostication, image production, sacred protection, and
deity and ghost worship, and clarifies the meaning of multiple cultural
configurations. Listening to popular Thai Buddhist ghost stories, visiting
crowded shrines and temples, he finds concepts of attachment, love, wealth,
beauty, entertainment, graciousness, security, and nationalism all spring from
engagement with the ghost and the monk and are as vital to the making of Thai
Buddhism as venerating the Buddha himself.
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Stories centering on the lovelorn ghost (Mae Nak) and the magical monk (Somdet To) are central to Thai
Buddhism. Historically important and emotionally resonant, these characters appeal to every class of
follower. Metaphorically and rhetorically powerful, they invite constant reimagining across time.

Focusing on representations of the ghost and monk from the late eighteenth century to the present, Justin
Thomas McDaniel builds a case for interpreting modern Thai Buddhist practice through the movements of
these transformative figures. He follows embodiments of the ghost and monk in a variety of genres and
media, including biography, film, television, drama, ritual, art, liturgy, and the Internet. Sourcing nuns,
monks, laypeople, and royalty, he shows how relations with these figures have been instrumental in crafting
histories and modernities. McDaniel is especially interested in local conceptions of being "Buddhist" and the
formation and transmission of such identities across different venues and technologies.

Establishing an individual's "religious repertoire" as a valid category of study, McDaniel explores the
performance of Buddhist thought and ritual through practices of magic, prognostication, image production,
sacred protection, and deity and ghost worship, and clarifies the meaning of multiple cultural configurations.
Listening to popular Thai Buddhist ghost stories, visiting crowded shrines and temples, he finds concepts of
attachment, love, wealth, beauty, entertainment, graciousness, security, and nationalism all spring from
engagement with the ghost and the monk and are as vital to the making of Thai Buddhism as venerating the
Buddha himself.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

This The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. That The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing
Buddhism in Modern Thailand without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in
Modern Thailand can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk:
Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Dan Morris:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk:
Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Walter Knight:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand, you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.



Albert Hartley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Lovelorn
Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand will give you a new experience in
reading a book.
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