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A story of shanty-town lifein Trinidad. Calvary Hill is the home of Aldrick
Prospect, who lives for the carnival and his once-a-year chance to play dragon.
Here too live Miss Cleothilda, the ageing carnival queen, Philo the Calypsonian,
and Fisheye, who flaunts his strength in the steel bands.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The lilting, metallic harmonies of steel drums and the musical rhythm of Trinidadian Creole patois are
elegantly rendered by consummate Caribbean man-of-letters L ovelace (Salt) in this novel, published in
England in 1979. As always, Lovelace is concerned with how West Indian men and women struggle to find
their individual identities in the face of dehumanizing living conditions, and how they resist cultural
assimilation. For two days ayear, the festival-parade of Carnival allows struggling Trinidadians to forget
their poverty and embrace the frenzy and glory that masguerade provides. For the hilltop shack communities
that dot the outskirts of Port-of-Spain, Carnival takes on mythic proportions. The respect that hustler Aldrick
gainsfor his portrayal of an intricately scaled dragon carries him through the year. But the old order is
fading: aging Carnival queen Cleothilde is forced to give way to beautiful, free-spirited Sylvia; drummer
Fisheye fights to preserve his pride; and corporate sponsors rush to profit from Carnival and do away with its
old customs of warriorhood between rival bands in favor of amore tourist-friendly version of the festivities.
Conflicts arise when whose who resist control by the corporations alienate neighbors by challenging the
inevitable commerciaization of Carnival. Kaleidoscopically colorful characters and afaithful ear help make
this quest for personhood one of Lovelace's best works.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Distinguished Trinidadian novelist Lovelace writes fiction as syncopated, sinuous, and irresistible as the
calypso music that punctuates the lives of his poor but proud characters. Here, as he did in the award-
winning Salt , Lovelace peers beneath the rigid structure of island society into the desiring hearts of men and
women struggling for recognition, respect, and love. Carnival season has just begun in Calvary Hill, a Port of
Spain shantytown, and Miss Cleothilda, the carnival queen, and Aldrick, the dragon king, try to concentrate
on creating their elaborate costumes, but both are distracted by a young beauty named Sylvia. The queen
senses arival, and Aldrick, famous for his avoidance of work and marriage, feels love coming on. Conflict
also drives Fisheye, awarrior without a cause whose restlessness infects his fellow drummers to the point
that their steel bands become veritable street gangs, and Pariag, the only Indian on the Hill and the most
ambitious and innocent of the lot. As Lovelace masterfully choreographs the dance of each of hisfinely
drawn characters, he reveals the conundrums not only of Caribbean life but of the human condition itself.
Donna Seaman

From Kirkus Reviews

Caribbean writer Lovelace, whose Salt won the 1997 Commonwealth Writer's Prize, returns with a story
(first published in England in 1979) that offers a defining and luminously sensitive portrait of postcolonial
island life. Theisland in question is recently independent Trinidad, but it could be any Caribbean island
settled by European planters, African slaves, and indentured East Indians. Carnival timeis at hand, and the
inhabitants of the Hill, former slaves, who ““survive here, holding their poverty as a possession," are getting
ready for this Mardi Gradlike celebration: Steel bands are practicing, calypso singers and writers--like the
diffident Philo--are creating new songs, and Aldrick Prospect, as usual, is waorking on his dragon costume.
Aldrick, who, like most of the men, is unemployed, comes alive at Carnival, whereit's his mission to do the
Dragon dance, a dance that expresses all the people's frustrations and memories of their warrior past, and
affirms their power--power that, if provoked, could burn down the city. But this year Aldrick, who's spurned
the advances of young Sylvia, finds himself brooding. Change isin the air--those steel bands are acquiring
commercial sponsors, the old fighting spirit of the people is changing to passive acceptance, and Aldrick's
friends are drifting away and making new lives. After Carnival, Aldrick, feeling like “the last symbol of
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rebellion," continues to brood, especially when he sees Sylviatake up with Guy, a notorious womanizer. He
befriends Fisheye, an angry radical, and joins afutile rebellion against the government. Aldrick isjailed but,
unlike the others, doesn't accept defeat, and once released--still depressed--he returnsto the Hill. Finally, a
quiet epiphany and a promise of Sylvia's affection present him with hope and reason enough to give up the
impotent protest of the Dragon's dance. A poignant, beautifully crafted tale about a man and his country on
the cusp of change. -- Copyright ©1998, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margaret Barone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Dragon Can't Dance. Try to face the book The Dragon
Can't Dance as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Terra Runyan:

This The Dragon Can't Dance are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason of this The Dragon Can't Dance can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just ssimple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Dragon Can't Dance giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day pastime. So, let's haveit and reve in reading.

Miguel Ross:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Dragon Can't Dance,
you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Evelyn Montgomery:

The book untitled The Dragon Can't Dance contain alot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author bringsyou in



the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice learn.
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