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Nevill Coghill’s masterly and vivid modern English versetransation with all
thevigor and poetry of Chaucer’s fourteenth-century Middle English

In The Canterbury Tales Chaucer created one of the great touchstones of English
literature, a masterly collection of chivalric romances, moral allegories and low
farce. A story-telling competition between a group of pilgrims from all walks of
lifeisthe occasion for a series of tales that range from the Knight's account of
courtly love and the ebullient Wife of Bath’s Arthurian legend, to the ribald
anecdotes of the Miller and the Cook. Rich and diverse, The Canterbury

Tales offer us an unrivalled glimpse into the life and mind of medieval England.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Nevill Coghill’s masterly and vivid modern English versetransation with all the vigor and poetry of
Chaucer’sfourteenth-century Middle English

In The Canterbury Tales Chaucer created one of the great touchstones of English literature, a masterly
collection of chivalric romances, moral allegories and low farce. A story-telling competition between a group
of pilgrims from all walks of life isthe occasion for a series of tales that range from the Knight's account of
courtly love and the ebullient Wife of Bath’s Arthurian legend, to the ribald anecdotes of the Miller and the
Cook. Rich and diverse, The Canterbury Tales offer us an unrivalled glimpse into the life and mind of
medieval England.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning transators.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

On a spring day in April--sometime in the waning years of the 14th century--29 travelers set out for
Canterbury on a pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint Thomas Beckett. Among them is a knight, amonk, a
prioress, a plowman, amiller, amerchant, a clerk, and an oft-widowed wife from Bath. Travel is arduous and
wearing; to maintain their spirits, this band of pilgrims entertains each other with a series of tall tales that
span the spectrum of literary genres. Five hundred years later, people are still reading Geoffrey Chaucer's
Canterbury Tales. If you haven't yet made the acquaintance of the Franklin, the Pardoner, or the Squire
because you never learned Middle English, take heart: this edition of the Tales has been trandated into
modern idiom.

From the heroic romance of "The Knight's Tal€" to the low farce embodied in the stories of the Miller, the
Reeve, and the Merchant, Chaucer treated such universal subjects as love, sex, and death in poetry that is
simultaneously witty, insightful, and poignant. The Canterbury Talesis agrand tour of 14th-century English
mores and morals--one that modern-day readers will enjoy.

From Publishers Weekly

Like Charles Lamb's edition of Shakespeare, Hastings's |oose prose tranglation of seven of Chaucer'stalesis
more faithful to the work's plot than to the poet's language. Thisis not a prudish retelling (even the bawdy
Miller'staleisincluded here) but the vigor of Chaucer'stext is considerably tamed. In the original, the
pilgrims possess unique voices, but here the tone is uniformly bookish. The colloquial speech of the
storyteller isreplaced by formal prose; for example, while Cohen (see review above) directly trandates
Chaucer's "domb as a stoon" as "silent as stones," Hastings writes "in solemn silence.” Cartwright's startling
paintings skillfully suggest the stylized flatness of amedieval canvas, but often without the accompanying
richness of detail. Like Punch and Judy puppets, the faces and voices of these pilgrims are generaly
representative but lack the life and charm of the original text. Ages 10-up.

Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 9 Up-The first version put into modern English by John Tatlock and Percy Mackaye. Narrated by Flo
Gibson.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Holley Shipman:

The book The Canterbury Tales can give more knowledge and al so the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Canterbury Tales? Several of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Canterbury Tales has simple shape but the truth
isknow: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read a book.
So it isvery wonderful.



Oliver Crites:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resourcesinside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Canterbury Tales
book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Donald Sams;

The experience that you get from The Canterbury Tales is a more deep you searching the information that
hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but The Canterbury Tales giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveystheir point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this The Canterbury Talesinstantly.

Katherine Khan:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Canterbury Tales can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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