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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition
to describe them or the role they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches
suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter interests and loyalties.
"Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize,
democratize, or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing
notions of democratic politics, such approaches are also silent on the role of the
state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, and the
African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and
social movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists
and other observers have imagined the relationship between parties and society.
He introduces and critiques the full range of approaches, using enlivening
comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key
thinking in the field, placing it in historical and contemporary context. The
resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political science, social
psychology, and related fields.
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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition to describe them or the role
they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter
interests and loyalties. "Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize, democratize,
or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing notions of democratic politics, such
approaches are also silent on the role of the state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas,
Hezbollah, and the African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and social
movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists and other observers have
imagined the relationship between parties and society. He introduces and critiques the full range of
approaches, using enlivening comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key thinking in the field, placing it in
historical and contemporary context. The resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political
science, social psychology, and related fields.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This creative, well-organized, and well-written book is going to make important contributions to not only
the analysis of parties but to the social sciences in general. Party & Society blends in-depth coverage of the
field, criticism, and original argumentation. Students and experts fortunate enough to read this book will get
a fuller sense of party politics than they ever had before."
Cihan Tuðal, University of California, Berkeley

"Party & Society is a map and a brief. It offers a much-needed guide to the plethora of classical and
contemporary perspectives on political parties in both sociology and political science. But it also adds up to
an important argument: if sociologically minded students of parties wish to present a robust alternative to
'voter-centered approaches' in accounting for the observable complexities of political life, they would do well
to take seriously the idea that parties are by turns cause and consequence of states and societies. This book
should be required reading for all political sociologists."
Anthony S. Chen, Northwestern University

About the Author
Cedric de Leon is Associate Professor of sociology at Providence College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

This Party and Society book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Party and Society
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Party and Society can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Party and
Society having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Garrison:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Party and Society book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.



John McCraw:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Party and Society which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Norma Harrell:

This Party and Society is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Party and Society can be the light food in your
case because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in
the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Download and Read Online Party and Society By Cedric de Leon
#AO1472G0YLD



Read Party and Society By Cedric de Leon for online ebook

Party and Society By Cedric de Leon Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Party and Society By
Cedric de Leon books to read online.

Online Party and Society By Cedric de Leon ebook PDF download

Party and Society By Cedric de Leon Doc

Party and Society By Cedric de Leon Mobipocket

Party and Society By Cedric de Leon EPub

AO1472G0YLD: Party and Society By Cedric de Leon


