
Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom
Lady to The Last Seduction

By David Butler

Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction By
David Butler

Jazz has been associated with crime and immorality since early forms of the
music were heard in the brothels of New Orleans and the gangster-owned clubs
of the 1920s. This association encouraged the use of jazz in film noir, a genre
preoccupied with tales of anxiety and urban decay, which flourished in American
cinema during the postwar period. Yet, although the extent and nature of this
collaboration has often been alluded to, it has rarely been examined in detail.
Making significant use of archival sources and documentation, Jazz Noir seeks to
correct this oversight, placing the films discussed in their proper historical
context and utilizing an interdisciplinary approach that gives equal weight to the
films?including such notables as Phantom Lady, I Want to Live!, and Taxi
Driver?and to the indelible music that accompanied them.

In so doing, it corrects a great many misunderstandings about this complex,
ideologically tinged relationship. Television noirs of the 1950s and 1960s, as
well as the cinematic neo-noirs of the 1990s, have used jazz and jazz-flavored
music extensively, thus giving rise to the misconception that the genre and the
musical style were always intertwined. But as author David Butler reveals, it was
only when modern jazz had a number of prominent white exponents that it
gained any kind of exposure in Hollywood cinema, and even then such exposure
was limited. Nevertheless, the broad range of jazz styles was well suited to the
broad range of films noir, and the historical approach Butler takes gives due
weight to such considerations. The film noir of the 1940s are as different from
the film noir of the 1950s as the jazz of the 1940s is from the jazz of the 1950s,
and Jazz Noir provides a unique and valuable study of a rich aesthetic synergy.
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of New Orleans and the gangster-owned clubs of the 1920s. This association encouraged the use of jazz in
film noir, a genre preoccupied with tales of anxiety and urban decay, which flourished in American cinema
during the postwar period. Yet, although the extent and nature of this collaboration has often been alluded to,
it has rarely been examined in detail. Making significant use of archival sources and documentation, Jazz
Noir seeks to correct this oversight, placing the films discussed in their proper historical context and utilizing
an interdisciplinary approach that gives equal weight to the films?including such notables as Phantom Lady,
I Want to Live!, and Taxi Driver?and to the indelible music that accompanied them.

In so doing, it corrects a great many misunderstandings about this complex, ideologically tinged relationship.
Television noirs of the 1950s and 1960s, as well as the cinematic neo-noirs of the 1990s, have used jazz and
jazz-flavored music extensively, thus giving rise to the misconception that the genre and the musical style
were always intertwined. But as author David Butler reveals, it was only when modern jazz had a number of
prominent white exponents that it gained any kind of exposure in Hollywood cinema, and even then such
exposure was limited. Nevertheless, the broad range of jazz styles was well suited to the broad range of films
noir, and the historical approach Butler takes gives due weight to such considerations. The film noir of the
1940s are as different from the film noir of the 1950s as the jazz of the 1940s is from the jazz of the 1950s,
and Jazz Noir provides a unique and valuable study of a rich aesthetic synergy.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a welcome study of the various conjunctions of jazz and film noir. Butler both sees and hears well,
and his cogent descriptions are convincing. He does not just round up the usual suspects but treats a number
of films less often discussed by either film or music scholars and critics. He puts his topic in context,
discussing racism in Hollywood and the narrowness of Hollywood executives' conceptualization of jazz and
jazz musicians. Butler buttresses his work with ample citations of internal studio memos and scholarly
references...this is a lovely and informative study, recommended for anyone interested either in film or jazz,
from the general reader to the specialist."-CHOICE
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discussing racism in Hollywood and the narrowness of Hollywood executives' conceptualization of jazz and
jazz musicians. Butler buttresses his work with ample citations of internal studio memos and scholarly
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Henry:

The actual book Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Jazz Noir: Listening to Music
from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Shirley Raine:

Often the book Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.



Stephen Rael:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Jazz Noir:
Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last
Seduction giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts
for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Bernard Walker:

The book untitled Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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