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One of the most influential artists of the twentieth century, Marcel Duchamp
(1887-1968) was a master of self-invention who carefully regulated the image he
projected through self-portraiture and through his collaboration with those who
portrayed him. During his long career, Duchamp recast accepted modes for
assembling and describing identity, indelibly altering the terrain of portraiture.
This groundbreaking book (which accompanies a major exhibition at the
Smithsonian Institution's National Portrait Gallery) demonstrates the ways in
which Duchamp willfully manipulated the techniques of portraiture both to
secure his reputation as an iconoclast and to establish himself as a major figure in
the art world. Although scholars have explored Duchamp's use of aliases, little
attention has been paid to how this work played into, and against, existing
portrait conventions. Nor has any study yet compared these explicitly self-
constructed projects with the large body of portraits of Duchamp by others.
Inventing Marcel Duchamp showcases approximately one hundred never-before-
assembled portraits and self-portraits of Duchamp. The (broadly defined) self-
portraits and self-representations include the famous autobiographical suitcase
Boîte-en-Valise and Self-Portrait in Profile, a torn silhouette that became very
influential for future generations of artists. The portraits by other artists include
works by Duchamp's contemporaries Man Ray, Alfred Stieglitz, Francis Picabia,
Beatrice Wood, and Florine Stettheimer as well as portraits by more recent
generations of artists, including Andy Warhol, Jasper Johns, Sturtevant,
Yasumasa Morimura, David Hammons, and Douglas Gordon. Since the mid-
twentieth century, as abstraction assumed a position of dominance in fine art,
portraiture has been often derided as an art form; the images and essays in
Inventing Marcel Duchamp counter this, and invite us to rethink the role of
portraiture in modern and contemporary art.
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One of the most influential artists of the twentieth century, Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968) was a master of
self-invention who carefully regulated the image he projected through self-portraiture and through his
collaboration with those who portrayed him. During his long career, Duchamp recast accepted modes for
assembling and describing identity, indelibly altering the terrain of portraiture. This groundbreaking book
(which accompanies a major exhibition at the Smithsonian Institution's National Portrait Gallery)
demonstrates the ways in which Duchamp willfully manipulated the techniques of portraiture both to secure
his reputation as an iconoclast and to establish himself as a major figure in the art world. Although scholars
have explored Duchamp's use of aliases, little attention has been paid to how this work played into, and
against, existing portrait conventions. Nor has any study yet compared these explicitly self-constructed
projects with the large body of portraits of Duchamp by others. Inventing Marcel Duchamp showcases
approximately one hundred never-before-assembled portraits and self-portraits of Duchamp. The (broadly
defined) self-portraits and self-representations include the famous autobiographical suitcase Boîte-en-Valise
and Self-Portrait in Profile, a torn silhouette that became very influential for future generations of artists. The
portraits by other artists include works by Duchamp's contemporaries Man Ray, Alfred Stieglitz, Francis
Picabia, Beatrice Wood, and Florine Stettheimer as well as portraits by more recent generations of artists,
including Andy Warhol, Jasper Johns, Sturtevant, Yasumasa Morimura, David Hammons, and Douglas
Gordon. Since the mid-twentieth century, as abstraction assumed a position of dominance in fine art,
portraiture has been often derided as an art form; the images and essays in Inventing Marcel Duchamp
counter this, and invite us to rethink the role of portraiture in modern and contemporary art.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Anne Collins Goodyear is Assistant Curator of Prints and Drawings at the National Portrait Gallery,
Smithsonian Institution, in Washington, D.C. James W. McManus is Professor of Art History at California
State University, Chico.

James W. McManus is Professor of Art History at California State University, Chico.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Inventing Marcel Duchamp: The Dynamics
of Portraiture (MIT Press) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal
book with you?

Serafina Hayes:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Inventing Marcel
Duchamp: The Dynamics of Portraiture (MIT Press), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Thomas Ellis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Inventing Marcel Duchamp: The
Dynamics of Portraiture (MIT Press) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism



Inventing Marcel Duchamp: The Dynamics of Portraiture (MIT Press) as good book not just by the cover but
also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Fannie Vincent:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Inventing Marcel Duchamp: The Dynamics
of Portraiture (MIT Press) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Inventing Marcel Duchamp: The Dynamics of Portraiture (MIT Press) has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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