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It was the realization of a dream as old as mankind. On December 17, 1903, two
bicycle mechanics from Dayton, Ohio, achieved the first sustained, powered,
heavier-than-air flight in a machine of their own design and construction. This
book offers a concise and fascinating history of that remarkable accomplishment,
much of it in the words of the inventors themselves. The heart of the book is
Orville Wright's personal account, written in connection with an obscure lawsuit
filed against the U.S. government. Long forgotten until a typewritten copy was
discovered among the Wright papers at the Library of Congress, it is the best,
most detailed account of how the Wright brothers succeeded in creating the
machine that lifted man into the sky on wings.
The brothers first became interested in the problem of flight after reading about
the glider experiments of Otto Lilienthal, a 19th-century German engineer.
Experimenting first with kites and gliders, they developed a revolutionary wing
design that helped solve the crucial problem of maintaining lateral equilibrium.
Later, they added a movable rudder that eliminated the tendency of the machine
to go into a tailspin. In addition to these critical innovations, the two inventors
developed new accurate tables of "life" pressures and an original theory of air
propellers. Slowly, methodically, with patience, perseverance, ingenuity, and
inspired invention, they solved the problems that had defeated so many
experimenters before them.
Finally, on a gusty winter day in North Carolina, the Wright brothers flew their
little motor-driven biplane off the sand at Kitty Hawk (actually Kill Devil Hills)
and into the pages of history. Although the first flight lasted only about 12
seconds and covered barely 120 feet, it was the first time a machine carrying a
man and driven by a motor had lifted itself from the ground in controlled free
flight. A new era had begun and the world would never be the same again.
The achievement of the Wright brothers is placed in historical context in the
absorbing and informative introduction to this volume, written by Fred C. Kelly,
author of two standard works on the Wrights. Mr. Kelly has also written an
illuminating commentary, including fascinating anecdotes about the Wrights,
their personalities and later aspects of their career. As an extra bonus, a lively
popular account of the Wrights' success, written in 1908 by both brothers, has
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been included in an Appendix. Enhanced by 76 photographs, including many rare
views of the Wrights and their flying machines, this book offers a thrilling
reading experience for anyone interested in aviation, its pioneers, or the
mechanics of flights.
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It was the realization of a dream as old as mankind. On December 17, 1903, two bicycle mechanics from
Dayton, Ohio, achieved the first sustained, powered, heavier-than-air flight in a machine of their own design
and construction. This book offers a concise and fascinating history of that remarkable accomplishment,
much of it in the words of the inventors themselves. The heart of the book is Orville Wright's personal
account, written in connection with an obscure lawsuit filed against the U.S. government. Long forgotten
until a typewritten copy was discovered among the Wright papers at the Library of Congress, it is the best,
most detailed account of how the Wright brothers succeeded in creating the machine that lifted man into the
sky on wings.
The brothers first became interested in the problem of flight after reading about the glider experiments of
Otto Lilienthal, a 19th-century German engineer. Experimenting first with kites and gliders, they developed a
revolutionary wing design that helped solve the crucial problem of maintaining lateral equilibrium. Later,
they added a movable rudder that eliminated the tendency of the machine to go into a tailspin. In addition to
these critical innovations, the two inventors developed new accurate tables of "life" pressures and an original
theory of air propellers. Slowly, methodically, with patience, perseverance, ingenuity, and inspired invention,
they solved the problems that had defeated so many experimenters before them.
Finally, on a gusty winter day in North Carolina, the Wright brothers flew their little motor-driven biplane
off the sand at Kitty Hawk (actually Kill Devil Hills) and into the pages of history. Although the first flight
lasted only about 12 seconds and covered barely 120 feet, it was the first time a machine carrying a man and
driven by a motor had lifted itself from the ground in controlled free flight. A new era had begun and the
world would never be the same again.
The achievement of the Wright brothers is placed in historical context in the absorbing and informative
introduction to this volume, written by Fred C. Kelly, author of two standard works on the Wrights. Mr.
Kelly has also written an illuminating commentary, including fascinating anecdotes about the Wrights, their
personalities and later aspects of their career. As an extra bonus, a lively popular account of the Wrights'
success, written in 1908 by both brothers, has been included in an Appendix. Enhanced by 76 photographs,
including many rare views of the Wrights and their flying machines, this book offers a thrilling reading
experience for anyone interested in aviation, its pioneers, or the mechanics of flights.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Davis:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This How We Invented the Airplane: An Illustrated History (Dover Transportation)
book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer connected with How We Invented the Airplane: An Illustrated History (Dover Transportation)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking How We Invented the
Airplane: An Illustrated History (Dover Transportation) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Michael Davis:

The book How We Invented the Airplane: An Illustrated History (Dover Transportation) has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Minnie Rivera:

How We Invented the Airplane: An Illustrated History (Dover Transportation) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing How We Invented the Airplane: An Illustrated History (Dover Transportation) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Cynthia Barksdale:

You can find this How We Invented the Airplane: An Illustrated History (Dover Transportation) by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get



more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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