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Thirteenth-century Wales is a divided country, ever at the mercy of England's
ruthless, power-hungry King John. Llewelyn, Prince of North Wales, secures an
uneasy truce by marrying the English king's beloved illegitimate daughter,
Joanna, who slowly grows to love her charismatic and courageous husband. But
as John's attentions turn again and again to subduing Wales---and Llewelyn---
Joanna must decide where her love and loyalties truly lie.

The turbulent clashes of two disparate worlds and the destinies of the individuals
caught between them spring to life in this magnificent novel of power and
passion, loyalty and lies. The book that began the trilogy that includes Falls the
Shadow and The Reckoning, Here Be Dragons brings thirteenth-century England,
France, and Wales to tangled, tempestuous life.
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Thirteenth-century Wales is a divided country, ever at the mercy of England's ruthless, power-hungry King
John. Llewelyn, Prince of North Wales, secures an uneasy truce by marrying the English king's beloved
illegitimate daughter, Joanna, who slowly grows to love her charismatic and courageous husband. But as
John's attentions turn again and again to subduing Wales---and Llewelyn---Joanna must decide where her
love and loyalties truly lie.

The turbulent clashes of two disparate worlds and the destinies of the individuals caught between them
spring to life in this magnificent novel of power and passion, loyalty and lies. The book that began the trilogy
that includes Falls the Shadow and The Reckoning, Here Be Dragons brings thirteenth-century England,
France, and Wales to tangled, tempestuous life.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A masterful picture of Wales in the thirteenth century . . . vividly pictured as grandly beautiful, its people
volatile, stubborn, and mystic.” ?The San Diego Union

“There is everything in Here Be Dragons but dragons: princesses held captive in stone towers, bloody wars,
princes scheming to dethrone their own brothers, castles under siege, maidens in distress, power struggles for
half of civilization, rampant infidelity, lusting, mead guzzling, wine drinking, love affairs that topple
kingdoms---how did England survive the thirteenth century? . . . History and fiction bound up together in
historical novels have always had their own uneasy alliance. . . . Penman deftly makes the mesh work.” ?The
Washington Post Book World

“Remarkable. . . . Her writing is faultless, deftly interweaving the threads of the various story lines into a
glowing, living tapestry. . . . This is storytelling at its finest.” ?United Press International

“With a fidelity to historical detail, a deep understanding of the period, a lucid, felicitous prose style, a
sensitivity to nuances of character, and a sure sense of drama, the new novel by the author of The Sunne in
Splendour is an engrossing tale.” ?Publishers Weekly

From the Publisher
        As a publisher I have been lucky to be able to visit bookstores all over the country, independent and
chain alike. What interests me first about these stores is what titles are being displayed in the 'Staff
Recommends' section of the store. It is here that you can find treasured, beloved books quite dear to someone
who works in the stores, someone waiting quite eagerly for the chance to hand sell their recommended titles.

        It is in these Staff Recommend sections that I kept on seeing our Penman's titles, HERE BE
DRAGONS, FALLS THE SHADOW, THE RECKONING and also SUNNE IN SPLENDOUR and WHEN
CHRIST AND HIS SAINTS SLEPT.
It's funny, you can sell something for years before you notice that the author has been quietly making a
powerful impact on people everywhere.

        I started with HERE BE DRAGONS and I have never looked back. Her trilogy of the decline of the
Welsh kings ( DRAGON, FALLS THE SHADOW and THE RECKONING)is a holiday gift I give year after
year, and I'm happy to say they have always been embraced and loved. From my 15 year old niece to my 70
year old mother and many ages in between, all readers are enchanted and transported to a land and an age
gone forever. But Penman makes them live forever in our minds and hearts with fantastic, unforgettable
characters and wonderful history. HERE BE DRAGONS is such a great title--medieval mapmakes would
write those words across any part of the map that was unknown.. a wonderful metaphor for how little the
Welsh and English knew of each other.

        SUNNE IN SPLENDOUR--Warning: This is not Shakespeare's Richard III. In this novel, Richard is a
victim of circumstance and man vilified by the Tudors, but here presented as a decent and normal man, a
man of conscience.



AND he is not a murderer. Yes, those princes did die, but not by Richard's hand.

        WHEN CHRIST AND HIS SAINTS SLEPT

Another wonderful title, for it refers to the 15 years of England's darkest time-the civil war between the
cousins Queen Maud and King Steven. England was deserted, for Christ and his saints were sleeping. I had
never even heard of these royals. Queen Maud was the legitimate heir to the throne, but a woman, and there
fore not fit to rule. She is also the mother of Henry, who later married Eleanor of Aquitaine . Pretty heady
stuff, more incredible men and women, another book to get totally lost in.

        Although it has been years since all these books were first published, I can name 5 stores I have been in
in the past 3 months that have one of these titles in the Staff Recommends section.

-Alice Kesterson, Ballantine Regional Sales Manger

From the Inside Flap
"A masterful picture of Wales in the 13th century...vivdly pictured as grandly beautiful, its people volatile,
stubborn and mystic."
THE SAN DIEGO UNION
Thirteenth-century Wales is a divided country, ever at the mercy of England's ruthless, power-hungry King
John. Then Llewelyn, Prince of North Wales, secures an uneasy truce with England by marrying the English
king's beloved, illegitimate daughter, Joanna. Reluctant to wed her father's bitter enemy, Joanna slowly
grows to love her charismatic and courageous husband who dreams of uniting Wales. But as John's
attentions turn again and again to subduing Wales--and Llewelyn--Joanna must decide to which of these
powerful men she owes her loyalty and love.
A sweeping novel of power and passion, loyalty and lives, this is the book that began the trilogy that includes
FALLS THE SHADOW and THE RECKONING.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Here Be Dragons: A Novel (Welsh Princes
Trilogy). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book Here Be Dragons: A Novel (Welsh Princes Trilogy). You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

George Finch:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Here Be Dragons: A Novel (Welsh Princes Trilogy) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be



thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Michele Sexton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Here Be Dragons: A Novel (Welsh
Princes Trilogy) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Monika Cunniff:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Here Be Dragons: A Novel (Welsh Princes
Trilogy) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book
and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that
the reserve Here Be Dragons: A Novel (Welsh Princes Trilogy) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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