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The bronze fragments of an ancient Greek device have puzzled scholars for more
than a century after they were recovered from the bottom of the Mediterranean
Sea, where they had lain since about 80 BC. Now, using advanced imaging
technology, scientists have solved the mystery of its intricate workings.
Unmatched in complexity for athousand years, the mechanism functioned as the
world's first analog computer, calculating the movements of the sun, moon, and
planets through the zodiac.

In Decoding the Heavens, Jo Marchant details for the first time the hundred-year
guest to decode this ancient computer. Along the way she unearths a diverse cast
of remarkable characters—ranging from Archimedes to Jacques Cousteal—and
explores the deep roots of modern technology, not only in ancient Greece, but in
the Islamic world and medieval Europe. At its heart, thisis an epic adventure
story, abook that challenges our assumptions about technology development
through the ages while giving us fresh insights into history itself.
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The bronze fragments of an ancient Greek device have puzzled scholars for more than a century after they
were recovered from the bottom of the Mediterranean Sea, where they had lain since about 80 BC. Now,
using advanced imaging technology, scientists have solved the mystery of its intricate workings. Unmatched
in complexity for athousand years, the mechanism functioned as the world's first analog computer,
calculating the movements of the sun, moon, and planets through the zodiac.

In Decoding the Heavens, Jo Marchant details for the first time the hundred-year quest to decode this
ancient computer. Along the way she unearths a diverse cast of remarkable characters—ranging from
Archimedes to Jacques Cousteau—and explores the deep roots of modern technology, not only in ancient
Greece, but in the Islamic world and medieval Europe. At its heart, thisis an epic adventure story, a book
that challenges our assumptions about technology development through the ages while giving us fresh
insightsinto history itself.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Marchant, editor of New Science, relates the century-long struggle of competing amateurs
and scientists to understand the secrets of a 2000-year-old clock-like mechanism found in 1901 by Greek
divers off the coast of Antikythera, asmall island near Tunisia. With new research and interviews, Marchant
goes behind the scenes of the National Museum in Athens, which zealously guarded the treasure while
overlooking its importance; examines the significant contributions of a London Science Museum assistant
curator who spent more than 30 years building models of the device; and the 2006 discoveries made by a
group of modern researchers using state-of-the-art X-ray. Beneath its ancient, calcified surfaces they found
"delicate cogwheels of al sizes' with perfectly formed triangular teeth, astronomical inscriptions " crammed
onto every surviving surface," and a 223-tooth manually-operated turntabl e that guides the device. Variously
described as a calendar computer, a planetarium and an eclipse predictor,Marchant gives clear explanations
of the questions and topics involved, including Greek astronomy and clockwork mechanisms. For all they've
learned, however, the Antikythera mechanism still retains secrets that may reveal unknown connections
between modern and ancient technology; this globe-trotting, era-spanning mystery should absorb armchair
scientists of all kinds.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Discovered a century ago in an ancient Mediterranean shipwreck, the Antikythera mechanism instantly
attracted scientific interest. It had gears, which was and remains unique among artifacts from Greco-Roman
civilization. So begins Marchant’ s mystery about the object, atale that ends in triumph but not before
inveigling individuals who not only puzzled over the device but also became obsessively devoted to figuring
it out. Tantalized by the Antikythera mechanism, scholar Derek de Solla Price felt it was the clue with which
he could rewrite the history of technology. Price’ s conclusions, however, were challenged by a museum
curator of Industrial Revolution technologies; he was Michael Wright, who emerges here as the David
among academic Goliaths who, by the early 2000s, were closing in on a conclusive interpretation of the
Antikythera mechanism. By then, archaeological evidence dated the ship on which it sank to between 70 and
60 BCE and suggested its connection to the astronomer Hipparchus. Science readers will be entranced by
Marchant’s vibrant depiction of the charactersin this remarkable story of ancient technology. --Gilbert
Taylor

Review

Nature, 10/16/08
“[A] gripping and varied account...Fascinating final chapter.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Micheal Clothier:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Decoding the
Heavens: A 2,000-Y ear-Old Computer--and the Century-Long Search to Discover Its Secrets.

Georgia Hernandez:

The reason why? Because this Decoding the Heavens: A 2,000-Y ear-Old Computer--and the Century-Long
Search to Discover Its Secrets is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will zap you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. Thisbook will give you alot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were being
you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Virginia Comer:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Decoding the Heavens: A 2,000-Y ear-Old Computer--and the Century-
Long Search to Discover Its Secrets was filled regarding science. Spend your extratime to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike
today, many waysto get book that you simply wanted.

Tia Rosario:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can aso bring usto around
the world. From the book Decoding the Heavens: A 2,000-Y ear-Old Computer--and the Century-L ong
Search to Discover Its Secrets we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Decoding the Heavens: A 2,000-Y ear-Old
Computer--and the Century-Long Search to Discover Its Secrets. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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